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The Jesus Adventure 



Balloons soar above the 
youthful congregation 
packed into Dorchester 
Abbey for the Chil- 
dren’s Gift Day Service 
on May 4. For one little 
girl (inset) it was time 
for a quick picnic and a 
joyful wave for our 
photographer, Frank 
Blackwell. 


A gift of 
children 



Inside The DOOR 


Mrs Dorothy Griffin is a member of St Mary's Church, Blox- 
ham and has been going to church regularly for 97 years 
"every since I was baptized". Her son, Alan, is the Tower Cap- 
tain of bellringers in the same church, which has been des- 
cribed as one of the most magnificent in the country. Find out 
more about life in Bloxham in Parish Profile on page 19. 
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Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


DORCHESTER Abbey can 
never have seen anything quite 
like it before. The Bishop of Ox- 
ford threw tennis balls. Strings 
of balloons floated up to the an- 
cient rafters. There were colour- 
ful maraccas made from paper 
plates, and huge rainbow bright 
butterflies clinging to the 
stonework. A troupe of clowns 
joined in the procession down 
the aisle, and almost 2,000 
children and adults played 
Chinese Whispers and linked 
hands for the ‘game of peace’. 

The occasion was the 
Children’s Gift Service on May 
4, when a thousand children 
converged on Dorchester to take 
part in a day-long programme of 
activities with the theme of 
Adventure Play. Starting in the 
morning with workshops dotted 
all over the village, the Gift Day 
also included a communal pic- 
nic on the Abbey lawn. 

Bigger than ever 

This years Gift Day was big- 
ger than ever, and not all the ap- 
plicants could be fitted into the 
workshops. However, there was 
plenty to see and do for all who 
came. A kiln in the Abbey turn- 
ed out badges, and there was a 
spectacular exhibition of models 
and games in which adventure 
playgrounds appeared in every 
possible shape and form. One 
was constructed entirely from 
newspaper, another from cereal 
packets and yet another from 
plasticine. 

Holy Trinity, Charlton’s Sun- 
day school, produced “The Life 
of Moses Game’, the children 
from All Saints, Dunsden, 
designed and made a roundabout 
for disabled children, while St 
Mark’s, Reading, made a 
sophisticated Biblical Adventure 


Playground complete with a 
Tower of Babel helter skelter, a 
Jacob’s ladder climbing frame 
and Daniel’s Lion’s Den. 

There was, however, a 
serious purpose to it all, because 
the money raised by the children 
this year will go to help three 
specific adventure playgrounds. 
The first in Sunderland, where 
the Diocese of Oxford already 
has a link, urgently needs money 
for playground equipment; the 
second in Southcourt Aylesbury, 
wants to expand; while the 
Thames Valley Adventure 
Playground, geared to children 
with special needs, has to 
replace several large structures 
as soon as possible. 

During the service, a group of 
children brought their offerings 
to the Bishop who thanked them 
on behalf of the Gift Day Com- 
mittee and the three playgrounds 
concerned. Last year £4,000 
was raised for Mama Nutrition, 
an African nutrition project, and 
with £2,400 already donated, 
the Diocesan Children’s Officer, 
Roger Fray, is hopeful that the 
1991 target of £5,000 will be 
reached. 

Sharing the day 

‘The Jesus Adventure’ it said 
on the balloons, and it really was 
a great adventure. The children 
were asked to share their day by 
taking a balloon back to their 
own churches. But they didn’t 
really want to go home. 
Balloons bobbed slowly down 
the street. “Our church will 
seem a bit quiet tomorrow after 
all this,’’ one little boy said. And 
it probably did, but there will be 
another Gift Day and another 
adventure next year. More pic- 
tures on page 15. 


On a hilltop under 
the shadow of the 
high Himalayas, a 
cooperative makes rugs 
for one village 

These rugs are pure 
cotton, unbleached and 
not dyed, so they belong 
with any colourscheme. 
Quality is excellent; prices 
very attractive. 

Our shops consistently 
feature these and other 
home accessories from 
Africa, Asia, 

South America 

onevillag£%j] 

The V\forld Shop ^ 

WOODSTOCK OXFORDSHIRE 
REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

FROM CO-OPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 
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taJf 1 ':- 

F or choosing Siloam as your 
channel of Christian love 
to help those in need in 
Portugal, Romania, Africa and 
India. Without your prayers 
and generous support this 
ministry could not continue. 



" Helping Poor Children 
in Portugal 1 


# SILOAM f 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES f 
5, Clarendon Place, i 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG ? 

If you would like to know more about our §> 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill 
in the coupon below for a copy 
of our free magazine 

NAME ; 

ADORESS 


POSTCOOE 


+ + Budget I 

IDREC7 



0800 282814 

OR WRITE FOR CATALOGUE TO 
BUDGET DIRECT LTD. FREEPOST, 
DEPT 750. WEST WICKHAM. ■ 
KENT BR4 ONJ 
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NEWMAN 
&> SON 

180 Stoke Road, 
Slough, Berks, SL2 5AS 
INDEPENDANT 

FAMILY 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 
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Private Chapels 
of Rest. 


Slough 24286/21476 
Famham Common 2107 


24-hour emergency service. 


Experience Counts 

The craftsmen at New Stone will restore your 
building to its finest using only materials^ 
compatible with the original. The 
finished appearance is as important 
as the cutting back to sound stone 
and careful reinforcement to 
ensure the repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future^ restoration. 



""NEW STONE 

M WU AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

1 PEMBFIOKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDOLESEX HA4 8NQ TEL 0895676184 FAX 0895621574 



African and Asian churches invite 
you to share in Christ's mission 


For further information contact: 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
Overseas Service Department, Partnership House. 

157 Waterloo Road. London SEI 8UU. Tel 071-928 8681 


A life-long support 


y MY upbringing was very 
protected at first, because 
I was bom with a con- 
genital deformity. It prevented 
me from walking until I was 
seven and I had long and drawn- 
out osteopathic treatment and 
wore calipers for a long time. 
My father had to work many ex- 
tra hours to pay for my treat- 
ment and my special shoes, and 
I will always be eternally 
grateful for that. 

I was bom in quite a rough 
area of Grimsby, which then 
was the largest fishing port in 
the world, and the boys’ school 
I went to was rougher still. My 
calipers were a point of ridicule 
with other children — and that 
hurt me. 

My mother was a very strong 
Methodist, and though my father 
was a Christian he hardly ever 
went to church — so Mum and 
I went on our own. The first 




%% lift of:.. 

Eric Nicholson 


time I remember God meaning 
anything to me was when my 
mother taught me to say the 
Lord’s Prayer. I was sitting on 
the table with my eyes closed, 
and it was fine until we came to 
the end when Mum taught me to 
say “God Bless Daddy and God 
Bless Mummy’’. At that point I 
burst into tears, because I 
thought that God was somebody 
right out there and that He was 
taking them away from me. 
Because of my utter dependence 
on them it really worried me, 
and for a long time after that I 
wouldn’t say my prayers. 

The war came, and our 
Methodist minister came to the 
school to tell us about the 
dangers of the ‘butterfly’ bomb. 
He showed us a model of it, and 
instilled in us that if we saw one 
we weren’t to touch it. But two 
or three months later my aunt 
was blown up by picking up one 
of those bombs. We had been to 
see her only that day, and when 
we got back the minister was 
waiting for us. He helped us and 
supported us through all that, 
and from then onwards God 
began to be more important to 
me. 

I stayed with the Methodist 
Church through my teens, part- 
ly because my friends were 
there. We had a strong youth 
group with some very good 
leaders, and the minister helped 
and steered us, through those 
difficult times of war. 


The thing that really shook me 
was my mother’s death. She had 
been an invalid for the last 16 
years of her life and even though 
we were expecting it, when her 
death actually came there was a 
tremendous hole in my life. I 
had still got Dad, but I was 
much closer to my mother 
because she was always there 
and that gap wasn’t filled for a 
long time. 

Searching 

I was searching, and I think 
very often it’s at those sort of 
times that God really works. 
When you’-e riding on the crest 
of a wave it’s often easy to be 
a Christian. It’s in the depths 
when it’s difficult. I’m remind- 
ed of the footsteps picture — 
when you’ve got two sets of 
footsteps in the sand, and the 
person says to God: “I notice 
that sometimes there’s only one 
pair of footsteps, and that’s 
when you deserted me God”; 
and God says: “No, that’s when 
I carried you”. 

Not long after Mum’s death I 
met the girl who later became 
my wife. She and her family 
were heavily involved in the 
local Anglican Church, and as 
I was still ‘searching’, they gent- 
ly encouraged me to explore the 
Church of England which I 
found to meet my needs. Over 
the years I became very attach- 
ed to her father who as well as 
becoming a guide and mentor. 


became a tremendous spiritual 
help. We used to stay up for 
hours discussing our faith and it 
was his influence and God’s 
calling that moved me from one 
denomination to another. 

The pursuit of my career as a 
medical photographer meant 
several moves to various parts 
of the country. Even though 
some of our stays were short liv- 
ed, we always entered as fully 
as possible into the life of the 
local parish church and I was at 
different times sidesman, choir 
member and a PCC member. 
Despite all this activity and a 
career in which service to others 
featured greatly, I was constant- 
ly aware that God was calling 
me to some other form of 
ministry. It was following our 
move to Chesham, that I thought 
about the full-time ministry but 
then someone suggested I might 
consider Readership. 

The feeling got stronger over 
that year, so I started to explore 
what Reader ministry meant. 
The teaching bit frightened me, 
because at that stage I didn’t 
consider myself sufficiently 
well-versed in Biblical 
knowledge and theology. But I 
decided to have my vocation 
tested and was accepted for 
training. 

Fulfilment 

In Reader ministry I found the 
fulfilment I was looking for. 
However, it was a part-time 
ministry and I still felt that God 
was calling me to serve Him 
full-time. I just couldn’t come to 
terms with the idea of going to 
church on a Sunday,. and then 
doing an unrelated, secular job 
for the rest of the week. For a 
long time I struggled with that 
problem but I realise, with hind- 


sight, that it wasn’t until I 
became redundant that God was 
telling me I was in the wrong job 
and saying: “I want you to do 
something else”. 

Later I went to work for the 
Children’s Society. Before, as a 
medical photographer, I had 
gone to work in the morning, 
coped well with a job I knew, 
and was not being over stretch- 
ed. Then God suddenly pulled 
me out to go and preach in dif- 
ferent churches, of different 
traditions, to people I didn’t 
know, and so at first the 
pressures were enormous and 
demanded a great deal of faith 
and prayer. 

I am preaching most Sundays 
for the Children’s Society in 
some church or other and this 
gives me the opportunity to meet 
with other Readers in the chur- 
ches I visit. This is a great help 
to me as Honorary Secretary and 
Sub- Warden of the Readers 
Association. But it’s the fact that 
I’m there, in church, preaching 
the Gospel and applying its 
teaching to the work of the 
Society in helping young people 
and families who are in need, 
that really clinches the work for 
me in terms of my every day 
faith. One of the values of 
Reader ministry is that it enables 
Readers to bring the experience 
of the work place to their 
preaching. 

God with me 

I couldn’t cope with the job I 
do, without the knowledge that 
I have God with me, and that He 
is always there, strengthening, 
supporting, guiding and en- 
couraging me. Despite my 
childhood fears one of the 
prayers I have come to value 
most is the Lord’s Prayer. It on- 
ly takes about a minute and a 
half to say, yet if you say it and 
pause for reflection bet- 
ween each sentence, 
there’s a wealth of prayer J 
there. 

Eric Nicholson lives in 
Chesham. He trained as a 
medical photographer. He 
worked in hospitals for many 
years before joining a major 
photographic manufacturer. 
When 14 years later the com- 
pany cut their medical pro- 
gramme he was made 
redundant , and went freelance 
before joining The Children’s 
Society seven years ago as their 
Deputation Appeals Organiser for 
Berkshire and parts of Buck- 
inghamshire and Hertfordshire. In 
1978 Eric was licenced as a 
Reader and for the past three 
years he has been Secretary of the 
Oxford Diocesan Readers ' 
Association. Last year he also 
became one of its three Sub- 
Wardens. He is married to Bar- 
bara and they have two grown up 
daughters. 


RIDING HOLIDAYS 
HELD IN WARWICKSHIRE 

Girls & Boys have fun on our riding holidays. NOVICE 
RIDERS WELCOME. Age 5-18 years. 

Dormitory accommodation (bunkbed). 

Lessons, Hacks, jumping. Cross Country Events with 
rosettes and trophies to win. 

For brochure Tel: (0926) 494313 

international Warwick School of Riding, Guycliffe, Coventry Road, Warwick. 
AB RS, PA(UK) approved. 


SEW SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY ORGINAL 

have your own ideas, photos, favourite pictures, drawn or painted on to tapestry 
canvas. 

Churdi needlework design a speciality. 

Write to: s 

Christine A Goodall 

21 Theresa Avenue, Bishopston, Bristol BS7 9ER 
Tel: 0272 425550 


ALL SAINTS 

CUDDESDON CHURCH FETE 

Saturday, June 1 at 2.15pm 

In the grounds of Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 

Oxford Junior Silver Band, Childrens Sport and Grand Draw. 

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 
Stalls and Sideshows 
Free Parking 


OAK HILL EXTENSION 
C r* COLLEGE 

Local group based 
OH EC study courses 

Learn a practical theology for your own 
community with O.H.E.C. 

Write for further information to: 

Revd Mike Butterworth 
Oak Hill College, Chase Side, Southgate, 
London N14 4PS 


xccoecooocoooooooooooooocoooscooooc^ 

Mike Fear 

Photographer 

CREATIVE 

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY s 

Offering a personal service and the reassurance of 20 years ^ 
of experience ^ 

8 — Telephone: Watlington (049161) 2762 — 

SococcoooooecooocooooooceocccooooeoecoC 
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MILTON KEYNES 

Moderator is world’s first 


Working for Christian Aid 



Christians from Sheffield, Bath and Leicester converged on Chinnor, near Thame, to walk, 
jog and run for Christian Aid in a 10km run and half marathon. The ‘Icknield Way Charity 
Run’, organised by Chinnor Christian Aid, last year raised £2,000. This year, the organisers 
are confident that the 1991 total will be a record one. Team entrants included St Andrew’s, 
Chinnor and St Mary’s, Thame (pictured). 

Giant jumble sales, cabaret nights, hunger lunches and cross-country runs were among 
ways churches throughout the Diocese raised money for Christian Aid Week (May 12-18). 
At Hill End Camp, near Farmoor, there was a children’s fun day of exploring and games. 
While the Oxford Christian Aid Committee held its 25th annual cakes, plants and bric-a- 
brac sale. 

This year Christian Aid abandoned its usual billboard campaign in favour of high profile 
television adverts. 


Church bid 
to build 
cheap homes 

THE Church wants to help local 
families in need of inexpensive 
housing by building eight low- 
cost homes at Kingham, near 
Chipping Norton. 

The Diocese of Oxford has 
applied to West Oxfordshire 
District Council for a Low Cost 
Community Housing scheme, 
after a public meeting chaired by 
the Revd David Streater, Rec- 
tor of Kingham, gave en- 
thusiastic endorsement to the 
plan. 

Low Cost Community Hous- 
ing schemes are built on land 
which would not normally com- 
ply with local planning policy. 
However, given a clear local 
need and the acceptance of cer- 
tain conditions, planning per- 
mission is sometimes granted for 
a limited number of low cost 
dwellings. 

A conference held in Oxford 
.last year sponsored by the Rural 
Housing Trust and chaired by 
Princess Anne, sought to iden- 
tify imaginative ways of pro- 
viding affordable housing for 
local people. Attended by many 
Oxfordshire County Councillors 
as well as representatives from 
the voluntary sector and the 
Diocese, the conference 
welcomed initiatives such as the 
one at Kingham. The scheme 
was also featured in the BBC 
Radio 4 “Today” programme to 
illustrate the kind of initiatives 
commended in the Recent Faith 
in the Countryside report. 


IN BRIEF 


READING’S first ‘Evangelism 
Enabler’, the Revd Jeremy 
Anderson, has been licensed by 
the Bishop of Reading at a ser- 
vice at St Mary’s. The Reading 
Deanery includes 27 parishes, 
37 churches, an electoral roll of 
almost 6,000 and a total popula- 
tion of about 250,000. The ap- 
pointment came as a result of an 
increasing awareness of the need 
to reach out with the Gospel 
beyond church congregations. 

• Sea Sunday this year will be 
celebrated on July 14. With the 
Decade of Evangelism in mind, 
the Missions to Seamen has pro- 
duced material based on the 
Book of Jonah, including 
posters, leaflets, sermon notes 
and a range of material for 
children including a 16-page 
booklet. These are available free 
from Ms Angela Murray, The 
Missions to Seamen, St Michael 
Paternoster Royal, College Hill, 
London EC4R 2RL. 


HISTORY was made in Milton 
Keynes on May 4, when a Bap- 
tist Minister, the Revd Hugh 
Cross, was commissioned and 
inducted as the first ever 
Ecumenical Moderator for the 
Milton Keynes Christian Coun- 
cil. The service was held in St 
Paul’s Roman Catholic School 
on Woughton Campus. 

The Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Northampton, the Rt Revd 
Leo McCartie, invested Hugh 
Cross in a white stole and he and 
the other presidents together 
blessed the Moderator. The con- 
gregation were asked: “Will 
you acknowledge and receive 
Hugh Cross as your Ecumenical 
Moderator?” and the answer 
was a resounding “We will”. 

This is the first such appoint- 
ment anywhere in the world, as 
the Revd Dr Philip Morgan 
pointed out in his address, so 
there was much to celebrate. 
There were colourful banners | 
made for the occasion by the ® 
women of Woughton and Blet- | 
chley churches, a performance » 
of ‘The Heavens are Telling’ I 
from Handel’s Creation, by the 
Milton Keynes Chorale, plus 
music specially composed by 
two local clergy, and even a 
small pool with a fountain as a 
centre-piece. 

Hugh Cross was bom in Nor- 
thern Rhodesia in 1930. His 
father, also a minister, blazed am 
ecumenical trail in Central 
Africa when the huge copperbelt 
developed. He went on to spend 
ten years as Ecumenical Officer 
for England with the British 
Council for Churches. 

The office of Ecumenical 
Moderator is unique, but owes 
something of its origin to ex- 
perience in Swindon in the ear- 
ly 70s. Though the idea failed in 
Swindon, Milton Keynes took 
the idea and adapted it to the 
new city experimenting first 


A PROJECT to restore 36 rare 
medieval paintings from the 
ceiling of the lady Chapel in St 
Helen’s Church, Abingdon has 
won a £5,000 prize for the 
church. The award was one of 
five given by the National Art 
Collection Fund for innovative 
contributions to the visual arts. 

The paintings, which are on 
wood, date from 1391 . They are 
part of an original sequence of 
52 showing royal and spiritual 
ancestors of Christ and ending 


with a pastoral president figure. 
This proved to be so successful 
that the new appointment was 
eventually made. 

Hugh will be the Church 
leader for Milton Keynes to 
represent the five denomina- 
tional Church leaders who will 
eventually share the new Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone. He 


up with an Annunciation group. 
The expert work of restoring the 
paintings was undertaken by 
local restorer, Anna Hulbert, 
whose speciality is wall paint- 
ings on wood. 

As a former architect and art 
historian, the team vicar of St 
Helen’s, the Revd Dr Alan 
Doig, has a particular interest in 
the project. He is anxious that 
the work should be completed 
and the chapel rededicated in 
this the paintings’ 600th year. 


will be able to challenge the 
denominational structures, and 
to encourage them to engage in- 
creasingly in joint decision 
making. f 

Goodwill messages were sent 
by many Church leaders, in- 
cluding Cardinal Hume who 
wrote: “The office of 


The prize money, he says, will 
be used to finish the half com- 
pleted restoration and to make 
the paintings more accessible to 
the public. 

All those involved in the pro- 
ject were nominated for the 
award but the citation was to the 
Team Rector of Abingdon, the 
Revd David Manship “for a 
distinguished contribution to the 
visual arts, the conservation of 
the painted ceiling of St 
Helen’s.” See photo, plO. 


Ecumenical Moderator is a new 
one and we look forward to see- 
ing how it develops. I send my 
prayerful good wishes to Hugh 
Cross.” The Archbishop of 
Canterbury said: “It is most en- 
couraging that someone of such 
stature should be leading this 
important development within 
our Churches.” 


Cricket 

anyone? 

LAST year, for the second time 
running, the Oxford Diocesan 
cricket team won the Church 
Times Cup; Come and en- 
courage them at this year’s fix- 
tures: June 3 v Coventry 
Diocese at Bloxham School, 
2pm; June 10 v Birmingham 
Diocese at Stowe School, noon; 
June 17 v Litchfield Diocese at 
Rugby School, noon; June 27 v 
The Church Commissioners, 
lpm Brasenose College. 


Working 
in unity 

CHURCHES Together in 
Berkshire held their inaugural 
annual assembly at Cox Green 
Centre near Maidenhead on 
April 13. One hundred 
delegates, from 38 local bodies 
all over the country, came 
together to study how best to 
work in unity. Also present were 
Nelson Bainbridge of the United 
Reform Church, Western Pro- 
vince, the Right Revd John 
Bone, Bishop of Reading and the 
Rt Revd Crispian Hollis, Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth. 

The Baptist theologian, the 
Revd Christopher Ellis, from 
Sheffield, acknowledged legiti- 
mate diversities, and said that 
differences should not create 
barriers but opportunities for the 
enrichment of faith and action. 
Claims to exclusive interpreta- 
tion of absolute truth 
demonstrated minds closed to 
the Holy Spirit. 

Rejoice 

Instead, both individuals and 
institutions should rejoice in the 
different routes that pilgrimage 
to a common goal could take. 
Apathetic toleration of each 
other was not an acceptable ex- 
pression of ecumenism — which 
needed to be both spiritual and 
practical, he said. 

Visitors to the assembly were 
invited to visit places such as 
Caversham Park, Lower Earley, 
Upton-cum-Chal vey , Woosehill 
and Theale where unit is already 
being demonstrated by joint pro- 
jects which share resources in- 
cluding finance, buildings and 
manpower as well as goodwill. 


Appeal crisis 

CHIPPING Norton’s 14th cen- 
tury St Mary’s Church is facing 
a financial crisis. An anticipated 
grant from English Heritage 
towards essential roof and floor 
repairs has not been forthcom- 
ing. So now St Mary’s has a 
£43,000 shortfall, despite a 
commitment to phase two of the 
work. 

The appeal for £95,000, laun- 
ched in 1989, has raised almost 
half that amount. But £27,000 
has been spent already. Mark 
Roach, the Appeal Secretary 
commented: “English Heri- 
tage’s response or lack of it, is 
a devastating blow,” Mark 
who is also applying for ideas 
and suggestions to help boost 
funds, can be contacted on 0608 
642964. 


Abingdon's restoration 


• A ten- week course on ‘Faith 
in the Countryside’ is planned at 
the Langtree Community Edu- 
cation Centre, Woodcote, near 
Reading in September. Starting 
with an introduction to the 
report, it will cover en- 
vironmental, social and 
economic issues as well as the 
role of the Church in the com- 
munity. Full details are available 
from the Revd Cyril Rogers, 
Woodcote Vicarage, Reading, 
Berks RG8 0QX, tel: 0734 
680979. 

• ONE WORLD WEEK is 
October 20-27. To help you plan 
your week’s activities, resources 
will be available between 10am 
and 4pm, next to the Third 
World Fair, at Oxford Town 
Hall on Saturday June 15. Also 
on Saturday June 8 at Wok- 
ingham Teachers Centre, the 
California World Concern 
Group is hooting a study day on 
‘Acting Together for Tomor- 
row’s World’. See What’s On 
(page 20) for full details. 

• Apologies to parishioners in 
Drayton and Sutton Courtenay.’ 
Last month we implied that the 
community minibus was used to 
ferry children from Drayton to 
Junior Church in Sutton 
Courtenay. In fact, though the 
minibus comes from Drayton, it 
is used only to ferry those who 
live in the outlying areas of Sut- 
ton Courtenay itself. 


GLOBAL WINDOW John Madeley 


The deeper reason is poverty 


FAMINE in Africa, flooding in Bagladesh, 
cholera in Peru ... all on top of the suffering 
of the Kurds. Never before, it seems, has the 
world been hit by so many disasters at the 
same time. 

If these disasters are not to occur with in- 
creasing regularity, it is important to look at 
their root cause. It is not drought, or even civil 
war, which is chiefly responsible for famine 
in Africa; a cyclone was not chiefly to blame 
for loss of life in Bangladesh, lack of medical 
facilities are not the chief cause of cholera in 
Peru. The root cause is poverty. 

We had a drought in Britain last summer; 
no one starved because of it. Drought leads to 
famine when people are poor and struggling 
to survive — and overwhelmingly it is the 
poorest in Africa who are now at risk. When 
drought strikes, it tips out of balance lives that 
are already precarious. And while civil con- 
flicts have many causes, they are more likely 
when there is the economic disruption that goes 
with poverty. 

It is poverty that has caused people in 
Bangladesh to live in desperation on islands 
which they know are likely to be flooded; it 
is limited funds that means the government has 
built few cyclone protection shelters. It is 
poverty, made worse by its foreign debt 
burden, that means Peru does not have the 
facilities to prevent cholera from occuring. 

If we in the West want to help people to head 
off famine, survive cyclones and prevent 
disease, we need to help them overcome pover- 


ty. What I believe all these disasters at the 
same time are telling us, is that we are going 
to have to share far more of our wealth with 
the poor, both individually and as a nation. 
Is it not time for us to re-discover the Biblical 
principles of tithing? 

Given ten per cent of our income, and 
dividing it into say five per cent for home 
church and charities and five percent for chur- 
ches and charities abroad, would be a response 
which in some way measures up to the need. 
And if we give of our own money on that scale 
we are in a better position to urge our govern- 
ment to increase its aid. As a country, we give 
the equivalent of 3p for every £10 worth of 
goods we produce — less than half the recom- 
mended UN aid target. 

But if we have to think bigger about shar- 
ing our money, there is something else that is 
easy to overlook. Western countries and com- 
panies continue to pay poorer countries a pit- 
tance for the goods they sell us, while charging 
rising prices for the goods we sell them. 

Take Ethiopia for example. It sells coffee to 
the West for almost exactly the same price now 
as it did in the mid-1970s — and depends on 
coffee for over 60 per cent of its export earn- 
ings. But if their farmers want to buy a trac- 
tor, a plough or agricultural implement from 
Britain they could pay 5 times more than 15 
years ago. In 1975; African farmers could have 
bought a basic tractor for 8 tons of their cof- 
fee; today it would cost them 40 tons. Issues 
like this cannot be ignored. 



For independent and impartial advice 
on how to invest wisely, including 

Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Being a caring employer 
Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 



Quest Financial Services 
Midland Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon 0X7 5NA 


(^^Juest financial services 
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CAMBRIDGE 

HERITAGE 

GUIDES 

Tourist Guide & 
Information Service for a 
world famous University 
City. 

Tel: (0223) 462279/ 
208132/232020 (24-hours) 

Are pleased to 
support the Appeal 


St Luke's 
Nursing Home 

Latimer Road 
Headington, Oxon. 
0X3 7PF 

Tel: (0865) 750220 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 


READING 

FENCING 

COMPANY 

Supply and erect all forms 
of Garden Fencing, eg 
Panels, Close board and 
Chain link. 

Quality and reliability with 
an established family run 
company. 

Are pleased to support 
the Appeal 

Tel: 0734 45 2581 


thesimw&t 



000 


campaign for kurdish refugees 

THEY NEEDED YOUR HELP 


WE need your help 

YOU CAN HELP 
by donating £5, 
organising collections at work 
and encouraging your 
employers to support you. 

Please phone now for further 
details and a free campaign 
information pack 



on 071 245 1 000 


Photograph courtesy of Reuters. 



British Red Cross 


For Sheet Fed work 
of the highest quality 


r\ 

VII/ 

STONES 

THE PRINTERS 


Unit 10, Acre Estate, Wildmere Road, Banbury, 
Oxon 0X16 7JU 
T elephone: (0295) 2522 1 1 

Are pleased to support the appeal 


ABINGDON 

BATHROOMS 

A complete bathroom 
service. 

Full installation and design 
service, also DIY and 
Trade Sales. 

2/4 Marcham Road 
Abingdon, Oxon 
0X14 1 AA 


Tel: 0235 554773 


) 


Are pleased to support the 
Appeal. 


BIZZI-KNITS 

SEWING MACHINES 

Haberdashery and a 
complete range of 
embroidery and tapestry 
materials. 

60 North Street, 
Bicester, 0X6 7NF 
Tel: 0869 253265 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 


CROSS 

TRAVEL 

DISCOUNT FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 

Cross Travel are pleased 
to support the Appeal. 

BANBURY 
(0295) 275661 

The Business Centre 
Trelawn House, 

North Bar, Banbury, 
Oxon. 0X16 OTH 


TEMPLE 
FINANCE 
Tel: 0865 67085 

• Any purpose loans 

• £2,000 upwards 

Written quotes on request. 
Loans secured on property. 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 

Your home is at risk rf you do not 
keep up repay mets on a mortgage 
or other loan secured on it. 


HIGHLANDS 

HOTEL 

Corbiere 
St Brelade 
Jersey 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 


S. M. WALKER 

CARPENTER 
AND JOINER 

All types of work 
undertaken, doors, 
windows etc. 

No job too small 

Telephone: 

Aylesbury 

( 0296 ) 395618 

Are pleased to 
support the Appeal 


LYNDHURST 

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 

24-hour care by 
experienced staff under 
the personal supervision 
of Matron Mrs C. M. 
Bronoch SRN RSCN. 
Goring (0491) 873397 

Lyndhurst Road 
Goring-on-Thames 
Near Reading RG8 9BL 
Are pleased to support the 
Appeal 


SUNSEED * 
TRUST 

Spend a week to a month in 
Southern Spain helping a 
charity to green the deserts. 

SUNSEED DESERT 
TECHNOLOGY 

PO Box 2000 
Dept DR, Cambridge 
CB5 8HG 

Tel: (0284) 728863 
Are pleased to support 
the Appeal 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD 

Private Family Business 
Daimler Fleet 
Chapel of Rest 
24-Hour Attendance 

911 London Road 
Loudwater 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 


EYNSHAM 

PARK 

SAWMILL 

D. T. & R. F. THORNE 

For all your fencing and timber 
requirements. Oak and soft wood 
cut to specification. Firewood too! 

Cookoo Lane, North Leigh, 
Witney, Oxon. 

0993 881391 
Are pleased to 
support the Appeal 


Holloway’s 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from 
complete contents to a single item 
— Valuations — Free Pre-Sale 
Advice. 

49 Parsons Street 
Banbury, Oxon. 

0X16 PF 
Tel: (0295) 253197 
Streatley, Berks. 

Tel: (0491) 872318 

Are pleased to support the 
Appeal 


ffl 


s 


F. A. DUMONT ui 

High Street 
Lyminge 
Folkestone 
Kent CT18 8EL 

Telephone: 

( 0303 ) 863193 

Are pleased to 
support the 
Appeal 


SPARROW 

HOLIDAYS 

Drive France 

Mobile homes on luxury 
campsite. Affordable France, 
Brittany and West Coast. 

Five Acres, Murcott 
Oxon 0X5 2RE 

Tel: 086733 280 
Are pleased to 
support the Appeal 


DESIGN - TYPESETTING 
PRINT - DELIVERY 



VII/ 

GOODHEAD 

PRESS 

Chaucer International Estate 
Launton Road , Bicester, Oxon 
Telephone (0869) 253322 

Are pleased to support 
the appeal 


Ancient 
Order of 
Foresters 

51 Hill Avenue 
Amersham , Bucks. 
Mr Jim Collins 

0494 433604 

Are pleased to 
support the Appeal 


1 1 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short and Full Engines. 
Gearboxes. Large stock of manual gear 
boxes. Differentials — large stock. 
Cylinder Heads — large stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION J SEEN 
Ovality and Reliability at *7 QN f| 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 

DCOAIPC 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 

Are Please to Support the Appeal 
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The way that lies ahead 



ON June 2 The Bishop of Reading, the Right 
Revd John Bone, will set off from Sonning on 
a journey round the Berkshire Archdeaconry 
which will end on July 14. For much of the 
time he will travel on foot, because his main 
aims are to link the ten deaneries in his area 
in a pilgrimage of prayer, to raise the profile 
of the Church, especially at local level. 


JUNE 

Sonning: Sun 2, 10.30am Family service at St 
Andrews. 

Maidenhead: Mon 3, 3pm Meet at Holyport 
Manor School for walk to Bray; Tues 4, 2pm 
Gather at St Mary’s, High Street. 

Windsor: Wed 5, 5.30 Evensong St John’s 
Windsor. 

Bracknell: Sun 9, 1pm Picnic lunch for all 
Bracknell Churches at Ranelagh School. (Bring 
your own lunch). 

Binfield: Sun 9, 6.30pm Evensong at All Saints. 

Reading: Thur 13, 9.30am Gather at Savacen- 
tre; Fri 14, 9.30am ASDA, Lower Earley; 
11.15am Walk down to the M4 in Lower 
Earley to meet people of Shinfield at the Cut- 
bush Lane Motorway Pedestrian Bridge; 
6.30pm Evensong at St Mary, The Butts. 

Newbury: Sun 16, 12.30 Picnic on the Ridgeway 
at Gore Hill. 

Thatcham: Sun 16, 6pm A special service at Our 
Lady of the Assumption Roman Catholic 
Church. Representatives of the four denomina- 
tions which make up Churches Together in 
Thatcham will sign a convenant to work 
together. The signing will be witnessed by the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth, the 
URC Provincial Moderator, the Methodist 


District Chairman on behalf of the Superinten- 
dent, and Bishop John. 

Newbury: Tues 18, 7.30pm Youth Event (venue 
to be confirmed). 

Lambourn: Sat 22, 3-5pm Picnic at St Mary’s 
School, Ormond Road; Sun 23, 9.30am Mass 
at Holy Trinity, Charlton to celebrate the 
centenary of the dedication of the Chancel. 

JULY 

Uffington: Tues 2, 1pm Lunch at The Fox & 
Hounds. 

Abingdon: Fri 5, 7.30pm Bam dance and barbe- 
que at the Peachcroft Centre; 

Sat 6, 7.30pm Deanery confirmation service with 
communion at St Michael’s; 

Sun 7, 1 lam ‘We will go with you’ Eucharist at 
Larkmead School playing field. A celebration 
of gifts for our pilgrimage. Picnic and puppets. 

Didcot: Tues 9, 9am Morning prayer at All 
Saints. 

Bradfleld: Thurs 11, 12.30pm Lunch at The 
Bell, Aid worth. 

Reading: Sunday 14, 4pm Children’s tea party, 
and youth event. 

These are just a few events. There are many 
more along the way. Contact your rural dean 
(see list, nght) to find out when Bishop John 
will be in your area. 


Rural Deans 
of Berkshire 


Abingdon The Revd David Pritchard. Tel: 0865 
391319. 

Bracknell The Revd Chris Clarke. Tel: 0344 
423869. 

Bradfield The Revd David Meara. Tel: 0491 
671223 

Maidenhead The Revd John Copping. Tel: 062 
84 83342. 

Newbury Canon Colin Scott-Dempster. Tel: 0635 
248341. 

Reading Canon Eric Essery. Tel: 0734 871250. 
Sonning The Revd John Ratings. Tel: 0734 
402202. 

Vale of White Hone . The Revd David Howson. 
Tel: 0865 820213. 

Wallingford The Revd Chris Stott. Tel: 0235 
835365. 

Wantage The Revd Robert Wright. Tel: 023 57 
2214. 


Bishop John hopes to meet many 
people — churchgoers and non- 
churchgoers alike — along the 
way. So do come and meet him at 
one of the events listed here. 
Every is welcome. 



ARE OFFERING DISCOUNT RETURN FLIGHTS 

BANGKOK - £440 • PEKING - £495 • PERTH - £699 • 
SINGAPORE - £470 • BOMBAY - £415 • TOKYO - £685 • 
HONG KONG - £485 • LAGOS - £420 • SYDNEY - £739 • 
MELBOURNE - £739 • KARACHI - £337 • DUBAI - £425 • 
JEDDAH - £385 • AMMAN £359 • CAIRO - £305" • NEW YORK 
- £249 • RIYADH - £425 • JOHANNESBURG - £566 • 
BOSTON - £259 • LOS ANGELES - £299 • TORONTO - £236 • 
VANCOUVER - £386 • SAN FRANCISCO - £299 • CALGARY - 
£480 • OTTAWA - £236 • HALIFAX - £276 ■ MONTREAL - 
£292 • DELHI - £415 • NAIROBI - £420 • DOHA - £395 • 
BRISBANE - £785 • ADELAIDE - £785 
WORLDWIDE FARES AT REALISTIC PRICES. OVERSEAS 
ACCOMMODATION BOOKED. FERRIES ARRANGED. 

VISA service available — Senior citizen discounts 
Hours of business Mon-Fri 9am-6pm — Retail agents for ATOL 

Holders 

TEL: (0273) 698000 - FAX: (0273) 696920 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - 
PARTIES - Me. Me. 

The 

Bo u n c y 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair 
Organ — Fun Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 
781888 24 HR Answering 
:Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon- 
Fri) Or write... The Bouncy 
Castle Company, 

9 Easthampstead Road, 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG1 1 2EH 


A B O H'9 ra rfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


AUEN TANNER 

Quality memorials supplied 
and erected in stone marble 
and granite 

Existing stones cleaned or 
renovated reliable service at 
competitive rates. 

7 ROSE HALL LANE 
MIDDLETON CHENEY, 

BANBURY 
(0295) 710593 


HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows . 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 
Thames Street, Oxford OX1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 



Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 





For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. Treherne, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


P. L. BARRETT 
81 Ock Street 
ABINGDON 


H. J. KNAPP 
2-4 Church Street 
WANTAGE 


Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE PAYMENT SCHEME 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1 RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Long case (Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and deliver v available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 



GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


For Friendly Competitive Service 


WlNCKWORTH 


& 


Pemberton 


Over 200 years 
experience advising 
individuals, commerce 
and charities 


SOLICITORS AND PARLIAMENTARY AGENTS 

'A 7lfl * 

16 BEAUMONT STREET. OXFORD, 0X1 2LZ 

Tel: Oxford 241974, 721045. 

Fax: Oxford 726274 


Stobin Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 



Green 

working 

holiday? 


Spend a week to a month in Southern 
Spain helping a charity to green the 
deserts — tree planting, organic garden- 
ing, devising simple devices for the 
hungry, etc — with expert supervision. 

Live in our research centre in an idyllic 
mountain village. Work four hours a day and have the time 
to enjoy the spectacular country, swimming, sun, wholefood 
and good company. 

You pay from £45 per week (£37 low- 
waged, etc.) (Non- working visitors 
welcome at £70 a week). Send £1 for 
full details to Sunseed Desert 
Technology. 



SEID 


SUNSEED DESERT TECHNOLOGY 

(Sunseed Trust Regd. Charity No. 292511) 

PO Box 2000, Dept DR, Cambridge CB5 81 1G. 
Tel: (0284) 728863 


TV franchises: your chance to comment 


If you care about the kind of programmes 
you or your children watch on television, 
you now have a real opportunity to make 
an impact on television programming for 
the future. 

The current independent television con- 
tractors for our Diocese (Central, TVS, 
Thames, and Anglia are the main ones) will 
cease to hold a licence from the end of 
1992, and will have to bid for new fran- 
chises. There is strong competition from 
others, and the highest bidder will be 
awarded the franchise from 1992, provid- 
ed they meet a minimum ‘quality 
threshold’. 

It is here that the Churches can have a 
real impact. The Independent Television 


Commission which will award the fran- 
chises, is inviting comment from the public 
on the various applications. 

Anyone can request a ten-page summary 
containing details of ownership, structure 
and programme proposals from those com- 
panies bidding for franchises in their area 
from the I.T.C., and full applications are 
available in major public libraries. 

The Churches cannot complain about 
what they see (or don’t see) on television 
if they fail to exercise this opportunity to 
comment on the proposals. What kind of 
Children’s programmes are being offered, 
and who will make them? Where will the 
companies get their religious programmes? 
What is their commitment to arts and 


drama? 

It is essential that the Churches take the 
trouble to comment on these franchise ap- 
plications. Your comments are required by 
the I.T.C. in writing by Wednesday, June 
26. Details can be obtained from the In- 
dependent Television Commission, 70 
Brompton Road, London SW3 1EY (Tel: 
071-584 7011), together with any sum- 
maries you need. 

In addition, I will be looking at the full 
applications, and I am willing to offer ad- 
vice and support to any church making a 
study of the application with the intention 
of submitting a comment. 

Richard Thomas 
Diocesan Communication Officer 


Readers' AGM 

Encouragement all round 


“We are now beginning to see 
the new structure settling down 
with the effect of encouraging 
people in their ministry,” said 
the Revd Martin Gillham, War- 
den of Readers and Diocesan 
Adviser for Authorised Lay 
Ministry. 

Speaking at the AGM of the 
Diocesan Readers Association 
on April 27, at the Church of the 
Holy Spirit, Bedgrove, Ayles- 
bury, he made special reference 
to the importance of continuing 
ministerial education (CME) to 
help Readers develop the skills 
to minister in Christ’s name. 
Each Archdeaconry was being 
asked to run two training days 
a year and he hoped that residen- 
tial conferences might also be 
organised. 

Encouragement was also 
given by the chairman, the Ven 
John Morrison, Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, who passed on the 
thanks of the Diocese to all 
Readers for their work, which 
he said was of “inestimable 
value”. He also thanked the 
Warden, the Honorary Secret- 
ary of the Association , Eric 
Nicholson, and Bill Jolliffe. 
Martin Gilham also expressed 
his own thanks to his two col- 
leagues, especially as they were 
taking on additional respon- 
sibilities by becoming sub- 
wardens. They would be joined 
by Claire Titcomb, so that there 
would be one sub-warden for 
each Archdeaconry, he said. 

Details of the 125th anniver- 
sary celebration of the Reader 
Ministry, to be held at the na- 
tional Exhibition Centre in Bir- 
mingham on June 22, were 
given by Brian Field, Secretary 
of the Central Readers’ Con- 
ference. He said that 9000 peo- 
ple were expected, including 
Readers from every diocese, and 
most of the bishops. The Ar- 
chbishop of York would preside 
at a service of Holy Communion 
at which the Archbishop of 
Canterbury would preach. 
There would also be a presen- 
tation depicting the Reader 
ministry, past, present and 


future. The event is to be televis- 
ed and relayed nationwide on the 
morning of June 23. 

The results of the triennial 
elections to the Readers’ Com- 
mittee were announced by the 
electoral officer, George 
Walker: 

OXON: North — Christopher 


Turner (Hook Norton); Mid — 
Alan Jones (Finmere); West — 
Claire Titcomb (Witney); City 
— Jim Turner (Kidlington); 
South — Anthony Green (St 
Mary, Henley). 

BERKS: North-west — 
Susan Booys (Stanford-in-the- 
Vale); South-west — Yvonne 
Wells (Chieveley); Reading — 
Bill Jolliffe (Greyfriars, 


Reading); Mid — Albert Ball (St 
Sebastian, Wokingham); East — 
Elizabeth Parish (Sunninghill). 

BUCKS: South-east — Peter 
Toms (Langley); Wycombe — 
Geoffrey Brown (Lane End); 
East — Eric Nicholson (Great 
Chesham); Mid — Elizabeth 
Schwier (Holy Trinity, 
Aylesbury); North — John Hib- 
bard (Stewkley). 


“Spirit of gentleness blow 
through the wilderness calling 
and free,” it was as if Julian 
herself was among us, reassur- 
ing us that in all our doubts and 
confusions, our pains and divi- 
sions and frustrations, we would 
not be overcome, but that “All 
shall be well, and all manner of 
things shall be well.” 

Sheila Allcock 

Are You 
Missing 
Out? 

Cardinal Basil Hume will be 
among the speakers at an inter- 
denominational mission organis- 
ed by a group of churches in and 
around Beaconsfield from June 
22-30. The mission, called 
‘Missing Out’ will be held in a 
giant tent on the common at 
Gerrards Cross with space for a 
thousand people. 

Members of Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, URC, and Baptist 
churches will gather to hear 
David Cohen of the Scripture 
Union and Malcolm Hanson, 
Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the United Reform- 
ed Church. John Persson, the 
mime artist will also be perfor- 
ming at various events. Each 
days programme starts with 
prayers at 7am. 

There are events for all ages. 
More details from Deborah 
Bruce on 0494 76082 1 . 


Everything shall be well 


On May 7, 250 people attended 
a service in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford, organised by 
the Oxford Diocesan Branch of 
the Movement for the Ordina- 
tion of Women (MOW) to 
celebrate the spiritual insights of 
the mediaeval mystic Mother 
Julian of Norwich, whose feast 
day was on May 8. 

The service began with a pro- 
cession led by Rosemary Tucker 
carrying a flaming torch — lit at 
Coventry Cathedral last 
Candlemas from a miner’s lamp 
brought to England from New 
Zealand by the Revd Cathy 
Milford, Moderator of MOW. 
The lamp had been lit by Bishop 
Penny Jamieson at her first 
Eucharist after her consecration 
as Bishop of Dunedin. The con- 
gregation was told by the Revd 
Susan Cole-King that a 
Eucharist was being celebrated 
in Dunedin at exactly the same 
time as our Oxford service, as 
an act of solidarity and prayer 
with us. 

There were several readings 
from Mother Julian’s writings, wr 
and an ecumenical choir led the 
music, which consisted of tradi- 
tional and contemporary hymns, 
psalms and Taize chants. The 
mood was contemplative and 
joyful, and included a period of 
silence. 

In his sermon, the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd John Bone 
paid particular attention to 
Julian’s image of God as 
Mother. Motherhood involves a 


continuous dynamic relationship 
with the created being, both 
before and after birth. “Her im- 
age of God as Mother brings 
with it, not just the idea of God’s 
COMMITMENT to a suffering 
world, but full PARTICIPA- 
TION in it.” 

Although Julian was an an- 
chorite in the 14th century, her 
writings seem particularly rele- 
vant to the problems of today. 
Julian also lived in turbulent 
times, and had to face the reali- 
ty of suffering, in her case the 
Hundred Years War, the Black 
Death and famine. In spite of 
this she was able to write: “And 
so our good Lord replied to all 
the questions and doubts that I 
could raise, saying most reassur- 
ingly, ‘I am able to make 
everything well, . . . and thou 
shalt see for thyself that all man- 
ner of things shall be well.’ ” 

For Julian, as for us, there 
was the urgent question “How 
can all things be well, when they 
are patently not well?” and 
“How can these disasters be 
reconciled with a loving God?” 
In the end we realise, as Julian 
did, that “Our true mother, 
Jesus, who is all love” is there 
with us in the darkness and the 
frustration. In the Cross, Christ 
identifies with all suffering 
humanity, Bishop John said. 

The service was concluded by 
candlelight, following the 
lighting of candles from the New 
Zealand flame. As each person 
held their candle, singing, 



FARMHOUSE HOLIDAYS 


THE 

ULTIMATE 

FAMILY 

HOLIDAY 

in selected Mallorcan farmhouses 

PHONE FOR 
COLOUR BROCHURE 

TELEPHONE: 
(0734) 462181 
FAX: (0734) 461362 


ELITE 

Textile Printers 


SCREEN PRINTERS FOR: 

★ T-SHIRTS 

★ FOOTBALL STRIPS 

★ SWEATSHIRTS 

★ TEAM BIBS 

★ SHIRTS 

★ SKIRTS 

★ EMBROIDERY 

★ ANY FORM OF CLOTHING 

We print Anything & Everything 
for Promotions , Sports Teams etc 

PHONE US HRST 
RUSHDEN (0933) 315830 
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Churches into Europe 


In 1992, the European community will draw significantly closer. 
Many civic ‘twinnings’ between British and European cities and 
towns exist already. But good relations between European and 
British churches also have a part to play in the move to a united 
Europe. This is about just a few of the links that already exist. 


Praising the 
Lord — in two 
languages 



The Bishop of Reading, with the Lord Mayor of Dusseldorf and his wife (fourth and fifth 
from the left) and the Mayor and Mayoress of Reading. With them are other members of 
the Reading-Dusseldorf Link Groups. 


In the steps of Agilbert 


The ecumenical Palm Sunday 
morning service at St Mary-the- 
Virgin’s Church, the Butts, 
Reading, had an unusual choir 
and congregation. The Bishop of 
Reading, the Right Rev John 
Bone, preached to a gathering 
which included the Mayor of 
Reading, Councillor Geoffrey 
Canning, the Lord Mayor of 
Dusseldorf, Herr Klaus 
Bungert, members of the 
Diisseldorf-Reading 
Gastfreundschaft-Kreis and the 
Dusseldorf Kreuzkantorei. 

All the hymns were sung in 
both German and English, in- 
cluding ‘Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty’, or, as the Germans 
sang it, ‘Lobe den Herrn, den 
Machtigen’. It was a particularly 
suitable choice as its writer was 
Joachin Neander, a 17th century 
Dusseldorf schoolmaster. The 
lesson was read by Mrs Barbara 
Mortimer, President of the 
Reading and District Free 
Church Federal Council. 

The Bishop’s sermon (in 
English only!) dwelt on the fact 
that, with or without official 
position, we were all responsi- 
ble for, and to, our com- 
munities. The moral force of 
example, he said, was the only 
real authority. Our aim should 
be the integrity and wholeness 


that impel respect and the desire 
to emulate. He ended with the 
reminder that none of us is free 
of these obligations. “We are all 
called to be leaders.” 

This was followed by an an- 
them — in German only! — by 
the Kreuzkantorei, who were 
due to participate, together with 
Reading Festival Chorus, in a 
special performance of The 
Dream of Gerontius at Reading 
Hexagon that evening. 

It is interesting to speculate 
whether, now that Germany is 
reunited, the next official 
delegation from Reading’s long- 
term twin town, Dusseldorf, 
will include a Christian group 
from Chemnitz (formerly Karl- 
Marx-Stadt in former East Ger- 
many) with which Dusseldorf 
has been unofficially twinned for 
some time. Few local events 
could offer a better sign of peace 
in Europe. Perhaps the May 
visit of a 40-strong group of 
Reading Christians including the 
Revd Michael Roberts from §t 
Matthew’s church to Diisseldoif 
will provide yet another push 
towards the integration of Chris- 
tian values in the new Europe. 

Margaret Brown 
Margaret Brown is a member of 
The Reading-Dusseldorf 
Association 


The congregations of Dor- 
chester Abbey and the Parish 
Council at Jouarre (50 miles east 
of Paris) are only in the first 
year of their ecumenical link — 
but the historical ties go back to 
the seventh century. 

Saint Agilbert, the second 
Bishop of Dorchester after dif- 
ficulties with King Cenwahl of 
Wessex, returned to France, the 
land of his birth in 664, to 
become Archbishop of Paris. He 
had been bom in Jouarre where 
his sister was the first Abbess of 
a religious community establish- 
ed in 635 following the Benedic- 
tine Rule. 


When he died in 690, Agilbert 
was buried alongside his sister, 
Saint Telchilde, in the magnifi- 
cent crypt chapel he had design- 
ed — and which can be seen, in 
superb condition, to this day. 

Prayer link 

Last September, a coachload 
of pilgrims from Dorchester 
spent a long weekend in Jouarre. 
The Abbey Choir gave a concert 
to the nuns and the parishioners 
in the Convent Chapel, and 
there was a civic reception in the 
town hall on the Sunday 
evening. 

All the 43 people who went to 
Jouarre were struck by the 
liveliness of the Sisters (over 80 
of them living an enclosed life). 
The community is very much an 
all-age community. Though 
their Rule prevents them from 
travelling, the Sisters are keen 
on the link which is being 
established. They see it very 
much as a prayer link. 

Shared worship 

This July, a group of 
parishioners from Jouarre will 
be coming to Dorchester to join 
in the Diocesan St Birinus 
Pilgrimage on Sunday , July 7. 
They will arrive on Friday, Ju- 
ly 5 and spend the Saturday 
looking round Dorchester and 
Oxford where they will visit All 
Saints Convent. The link there 
is Sister Margaret, who has been 
visiting Jouarre for the last 25 
years. 

Shared worship will take 
place at Vespers at All Saints 
Convent — and the climax of the 
weekend will be the Ecumenical 


St Birinus Pilgrimage Service in 
Dorchester Abbey at 7pm on 
Sunday, July 7, when Pere 
Drion, Parish Priest and Con- 
vent Chaplain at Jouarre, will 
preach in French, with Sister 
Margaret acting as interpreter. 

The Roman Catholic con- 
gregation at St Birinus, Dor- 
chester on Thames is also 
becoming involved in giving 
hospitality and arranging the 
Sunday Mass for the French 
visitors. 

A further visit to Jouarre has 
been fixed for a coach load of 
Dorchester and Oxfordshire 
pilgrims for the weekend after 
Ascension Day, 1992, from 
May 29 to June 1. 

John Crowe 

The Revd John Crowe is Vicar 
of Dorchester and Chairman of 
The Door Editorial Support 
group. 


Guide to 
church 
twinning 

The Chichester Diocese is 
twinned with Chartres, and has 
become the first diocese to ap- 
point a European Committee to 
co-ordinate and encourage twin- 
ning with churches on the Con- 
tinent. Its chairman is the Revd 
Canon Roger Greenacre, who 
himself spent ten years in Paris 
when he was chairman of the 
French Anglican-Roman 
Catholic Committee (ARCC). 

Canon Greenacre and 
Suzanne Martineau, from 
Poitiers in France, are the co- 
authors of Twinning and Ex- 
changes — Jumelages et 
Echanges, guidelines produced 
as a result of dialogue between 
the English and French ARCC 
on how best to join in twinning 
and exchange arrangements bet- 
ween Christians in their two 
countries. The booklet, which is 
in English and French, covers 
visits to and from France and 
difficult areas such as what to do 
about the Eucharist if a Roman 
Catholic party is visiting an 
Anglican Church or vice versa 
(rather easier in France than in 
England!) 

“The existence of civic twin- 
ning”, says the booklet, should 
oblige Christian communities to 
consider how to make good 
pastoral links with them. 
Twinnings and Exchanges: 
Guidelines proposed by the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic 
Committees of France and 
England is published for the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic Com- 
mittees of France and England 
price £1.50, (plus 45p postage ), 
from Church House Bookshop, 
Church House, Great Smith 
Street, London SW1P 3BN. 


La Bouille-Sur-Thames? 


The parish boundaries of the little village of Whit- 
church on Thames have remained constant since 
the Middle Ages, when it was considered 
necessary for such settlements to encompass a 
certain amount of river frontage, of water 
meadow, of woodland, hill and upland. 

Most of these Thameside villages, such as Gor- 
ing, came out in long strips. But, by courtesy of 
a kink in the river, Whitchurch comes out more 
or less oval in shape. The original Whitchurch 
village was around the mill, as evidenced by the 
large Saxon doorway on the south side of the 
church. Nowadays, the village is a planner’s 
nightmare, with ancient half-timbered cottages 
dotted inconsequentially around the landscape. 

But the inhabitants are modem enough. On the 
outskirts of the great conurbation of Reading, a 
great many clever people have moved in to savour 
village lire. Everything goes like a bomb — the 
village players, the W.I., the Parish Council. 
Whitchurch Hill, in the upland part of the parish, 
on the other hand, is a planner’s dream — a 
number of vast housing estates folded into the 
landscape, almost hidden from view. 

And die twin village of La Bouille in Norman- 
dy? One could say ‘ditto’, except that La Bouille 
is on the banks of the Seine, which takes much 
heavier river traffic, and most of the inhabitants 
work in nearby Rouen. But La Bouille, too, com- 
prises a large number of antique dwellings as well 


as extensive new housing estates. The ‘jumelage’ 
between the parishes of Whitchurch and La 
Bouille is not sanctioned by any higher authori- 
ty, being purely an arrangement which has grown 
up over the years. 

Many of the organisations in each parish, such 
as the two primary schools, match very well. But 
we are at a bit at a loss at Whitchurch when it 
comes to entertaining ‘les pompiers’, since we 
don’t have any. 

In this twinning, the church at Whitchurch has 
played an enthusiastic part. Periodically, a 
weekend in Normandy is arranged for the parish 
choir with the intention of singing Evensong in 
English in the little ‘wedding-cake’ style church 
at La Bouille. Copies of Evensong in French, 
culled from the Channel Islands version of the 
Book of Common Prayer, are distributed. 

There is a great enthusiasm at La Bouille for 
‘La chorale de Whitchurch’. But the French 
somehow never seem to catch on to the concept 
of ‘divine office’. Martine Cousin, the chairman 
of the French committee, told us the last time we 
were there that she would also bring in a choir. 
We sang Evensong, supplemented with extracts 
in French from The Sound of Music. Ah well! 
Back to those singing nuns! 

Richard Hughes 
The Revd Richard Hughes is Rector of 
Whitchurch-upon- Thames. 


Our man in Europe 

The Bishop of Oxford has appointed the Revd John Ratings, 
Vicar of Wargrave, to represent the Diocese on a new Church 
of England committee on European links. 

John Ratings already has strong European connections 
himself. His wife is German and he himself speaks German 
fluently. After his ordination he studied in Geneva with the 
World Council of Churches. He also spent an eight month 
sabbatical in 1981 in Germany and has close contacts with 
the Roman Catholic Church in Yugoslavia. 

“If we are going into Europe properly in 1992, the chur- 
ches ought to be thinking seriously about it too. When a twin- 
ning is established, the mayors and choirs go on exchange 
visits but what are the churches doing? We ought to be forg- 
ing links with the continent but very little has been done so 
far,” he said. 

If you are thinking about twinning, or already have close 
links with a European church, he would be pleased to hear 
about it at Wargrave Vicarage, Reading RG10 SEU. Tel: 
0734 402202. 

In the July DOOR: An Anglican church in Holland 




offer a lasting memento through a 

IMFED EDITION 

(2of2(i ei St china bf 

YOUR PROJECT at low cost ! 


Our craftsmen work from your line originals to produce quality 
copper etchings on a black background, protected from tarnish. 
Available without frames to maximise funding, e.g. 

280 x 190mm, 100 off, under £4.00 each. 

Artist and framing can be arranged. 




ADVANCED CIRCUITS AND PLASTICS LIMITED 

The Science Pork, Hutton Street, Furthergote, Blackburn BB1 3BY 
Tel: 0254 661666 Fax: 0254 661777 


/PHILIP MANsejl 



'DESIGNS 

ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY - 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS. FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 
Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s bookshop. 235 237. 
Manchester Com Exchange. 
Hanging Ditch. M4 3BP 
Tel: 061 8351069 (home: 0942 
813280) 


Low cost Flights _ . • . . 

Worldwide 9 ? 

USA peak season fares (July-Sept) 
Atlanta, Dallas, Houston £339 
Los Angeles £495 Florida £425 
For these and many more call now 
Banbury (0295) 275661 


Highlands -JERSEY 

"for the best in Christian hospitality ..." 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry ★ Families 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms * Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool * Pu,, y inclusive travel arranged 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL, Dept DR, Corbiere • St. Brelade * 
Jersey JE3 8HN - Channel Islands - Tel (0534) 44288 
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Keeping Sunday special 



'It's about yesterday's service. Vicar. And your prayer for lightning, hellfire and torment 
to smite the Philistines at B & Q's store down the road.' 


From the 
|— Bishop of-. 
Reading 

SHORTLY before my 
Consecration I spent a few 
quiet days with the Sisters 
at Wantage. One after- 
noon, I walked along the 
Ridgeway path. It was a 
brilliant day, and the Vale 
of the White Horse lay in 
the sunshine. Villages 
clustered round their 
parish churches; an Inter- 
City 125; tiny cars in the 
lanes; clouds of steam from 
Didcot’s cooling towers; 
and Harwell and Ruther- 
ford Appleton laboratories 
— the homes, lives, work, 
travels, hopes, fears and 
joys of thousands mapped 
out below me. There, too, 
the need for Good News 
and the opportunities fac- 
ing the Church in sharing 
it. 

Generations of travellers 
have used the green road 
across the Downs. The feel- 
ing of continuity between 
past and present is very 
powerful for the modern 
walker; I sensed that day a 
communion with those who 
had passed along it when it 
was the M4 of an older 
England. There was time 
then to gossip with other 
wayfarers and, if you were 
an evangelist, share your 
Faith. It was then that the 
thought of a Bishop’s walk 
came to me. 

As I make my journey 
through the Berkshire Ar- 
chdeaconry this month and 
next, I hope there will be 
many opportunities to talk 
with others on their 
journeys — on their way to 
school with the children, in 
shopping precincts, in 
village streets and town 
roads. I shall visit people 
who are housebound and 
others in their workplaces. 
There will be picnics and 
parties, and quiet times in 
people’s homes. I hope that 
others will join me as I 
walk through their 
parishes, for pilgrimages 
are opportunities for those 
on the Christian journey to 
share with one another and 
to advertise the faith that is 
in them. 

Our parish churches 
should be refreshment 
places for people on their 
pilgrimages through life. I 
shall not visit every one of 
the 200-plus churches in 
Berkshire, but I shall link 
these holy places in prayer 
as I go, and maybe as peo- 
ple see me on my way they 
will be reminded of the 
Church I represent and the 
God we serve. Look out for 
me, and if you live along 
my route come and join 

mC * + John Reading 

( For more details see page 

5.) 


THE current Conservative 
Government has suffered only 
one major legislative defeat in 
1 1 years of power. The issue in 
question was Sunday trading. 
The Shops Bill 1986 would have 
removed all restrictions on shop 
opening hours, but the initiative 
was lost when 72 Government 
backbenchers defied a three-line 
whip and voted with the Op- 
position. 

It was the first time since 1924 
that a Government Bill had been 
defeated at Second Reading. It 
was a remarkable result caused ^ 
MPs to realise that the protec- I 
tion of Sunday was an important J 
political issue. 

It has become clear that a free- « 
for-all on Sundays would ® 
deprive shop staff and many | 
others of the one day in the week © 
that they could spend with their $ 
families. Time off during the J 
week, when a husband is at J 
work and the children are at * 
school, is a poor substitute for 
a mother who finds she has to 
work on a Sunday. Protection 
from being discriminated against 
by, for example, loss of promo- 
tion for refusing to work on a 
Sunday was admitted to be ‘im- 
practicable’ by the Auld Com- 
mittee who has proposed 
deregulation. 

Environmental considerations 
surfaced when residents near 
shopping areas realised that they 
would have no respite from the 
noise and bustle of the week, 
with the prospect of traffic jams 
seven days a week becoming a 
reality. 

An additional factor was the 
compelling religious argument 
that one day’s rest in seven is in 
the general interest of society, 
giving people a break from the 
stress of the working week and 
the opportunity for rest and 
spiritual reflection. 

The Government is still com- 
mitted to reforming the Shops 
Act 1950. There is a wide con- 
sensus behind this, but less 
agreement on how far this 
reform should go. Impatient for 
the Government to act, several 
large multiples in the DIY sec- 
tor have begun to trade on Sun- 
days on a large scale. This is 
despite High Court decision 


against them doing so, and re- 
cent confirmation from the 
Government that the recent Ap- 
peal Court’s decision 
represented no change’ in the 
underlying law’ in England and 
Wales. By their actions the rule 
of law is being undermined and 
market share is being stolen 
from their law-abiding com- 
petitors. This is a sad state of af- 
fairs in a democratic society, 
and pressure is rightly coming 
to bear on the the Attorney- 
General to take decisive action 
against this particular corporate 
policy. 

An analysis of the trading 
laws of Britain’s five major 
European Community partners 
(West Germany, France, Italy, 
Belgium and the Netherlands) 
provided two lessons. The first 
and most obvious one was that 
a careful regulation of Sunday 
trading was sustainable in other 
dynamic economies. The second 
lesson from Europe was that ex- 
emptions from the Sunday ban 
could be framed by category of 
shop, and not by type of goods 
as found in the Shops Act. 

This approach helps to solve 
an embarrassing and awkward 


problem for retailers selling on 
an exempt product basis, by 
relieving them of the need to 
cordon off sections of the shop, 
or to agree to check-out certain 
items but not others. If a shop 
could open, it would be free to 
trade in its full product range. 

What are the prospects for 
reform? Those who would like 
a free-for-all on Sunday trading 
have powerful financial backing 
and political influence, so there 
is no room for complacency. 
However, the Keep Sunday 
Special Campaign’s REST pro- 
posals do provide a positive way 
forward. These proposals were 
the result of extensive research 
and consultation over a two-year 
period, and suggest that the 
following shops should be 
allowed to open, under four 
headings: 

Recreation — Sports centre 
outlets, historic houses, 
newsagents, garden centres, 
florists. 

Emergencies — Chemists, 
small food shops. 

Social gatherings — 
Restaurants, take-aways, off- 
licences. 


Travel — Petrol stations, 
motor spares shops, travel, 
kiosks etc. 

Hence the acronym, REST. A 
poll carried out by the Harris 
Research Centre has 
demonstrated that 88 per cent of 
consumers believe these pro- 
posals would meet their needs 
for Sunday shopping, giving lie 
to the suggestion that a majori- 
ty of people want shops general- 
ly to open on Sunday. 

In the REST proposals a fresh 
stance has been taken. It is not 
the only option on the table, but 
in sorting out systematically the 
problem of anomalies in the law, 
it provides a rallying point for 
those retailers, unions, con- 
sumers, local residents and 
Churches whose determination 
it is to protect the unique 
character of Sunday as a day of 
rest. The fact that 42 Trade 
Associations and the majority of 
members of the British Retailers 
Association covered by the Shop 
Act support the REST Proposals 
should be an encouragement for 
us to use all legitimate means to 
convince the Government that 


there is a solution which can 
bring sense and consistency to 
the law on Sunday trading. 

There are a few guidelines 
which Christians may like to 
consider as they plan the use of 
their time on Sundays: 

a) Time for Church For those 
who are obliged to work on Sun- 
days, some will find there is the 
tendency for their faith to 
become lukewarm. This is 
because one hot piece of coal by 
itself soon gets cold. We are 
reminded in Hebrews (10:25) 
concerning the importance of 
meeting together with other 
Christians. 

b) Time with immediate fami- 
ly and relatives The purpose of 
the old Sabbath is that 
everybody in the household 
should have a day of rest (Ex 
20:8-11). Paul makes it clear to 
Timothy that obligations extend 
to a wider circle of relatives, and 
especially the elderly (1 Tim 
5:3-8). A family meal at home, 
a visit to see a grandparent, get- 
ting together with other relatives 
and doing things together — all 
these things are good. 

c) Time for the needy Accor- 
ding to estimates based on re- 
cent surveys, 10 million people 
in Britain would describe 
themselves as lonely. Some 
groups are specially affected — 
foreigners, the elderly, the sick. 
More than anything else they 
need our time and our homes. 
The need for hospitality is 
stressed repeatedly in the New 
Testament (e.g. Rom 12:13; 
Titus 1:8; 1 Peter 4:9). What 
better day for it than Sunday? 

d) Time for personal rest and 
relaxation Although some would 
put this first, I have put it last 
as it can so easily become a 
purely selfish goal. However, it 
is undoubtedly part of God’s 
plan for our lives. True rest can 
only be found in Christ (Matt 
11:28). However, physical rest 
is something good, to be enjoyed 
and to be thankful for. 

In a special way, the Sunday 
issue offers a chance for Chris- 
tians to re-assert the primary im- 
portance of spiritual values in 
Britain. We have a golden op- 
portunity to speak of why Sun- 
days matter for our relationship 
with God, and to speak on 
behalf of many low-income 
groups who find it difficult to 
speak for themselves. 

The emphasis of using the 
Lord’s Day to show special care 
for the needy is positive and at- 
tractive to society as a whole. 
With the media coverage the 
issue is likely to generate, there 
will also be the chance to raise 
fundamental questions about the 
kind of society we want. 

Paul Persson 
Paul Persson is president of the 
Footwear Distributors ’ Federa- 
tion. He is also deputy chairman 
ofMilwards Shoes but last year 
gave up his day-to-day respon- 
sibilities as Chief Executives of 
Milwards Shoes after 25 years 
with the Company to concentrate 
on representing retailers who 
are keen to Keep Sunday 
Special. 
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SPACE FOR PRAYER 


YOUR prayers are asked for the following who will be ordained 
deacons by The Rt Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford at 
10.30am on Sunday June 30 at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
The preacher will be the Revd John Robson, Chaplain of the Queen’s 
Chapel of the Savoy and Chaplain of the Royal Victoria Order: 

William Gammon (Chalfont St Peter): Michael Halsall (SS Mary & John, Cowley); 
Richard Harrison (St Giles, Reading); Geoffrey Morgan (St Agnes, Reading); Joy 
Porter (St Mary, Chalgrove): Julie Ramsbotham (St Michael, Bray with Bray wood); 
Simon Reed (Holy Trinity, Aylesbury); Kenneth Singleton (St John the Baptist, Grove); 
William Townsend (Holy Trinity, Hazlemere); Derek Walmsley (St Mary’s Bletchley); 
Stephen Whitmore (St Nicholas, Newbury); Elizabeth & Paul Boughton (Haddenham 
with Cuddington & Kingsey with Aston Stanford). 

Please also pray for the following who will be ordained to the priesthood. At the 
Minister Church of St Mary the Virgin, Reading by The Rt Revd John Bone, Bishop 
of Reading: David Biyan (Christ Church, Abingdon); Hugh Ellis (St John’s, Reading); 
Michael Heidt (St Luke’s, Reading); John Howard (Bracknell). At St Mary’s Church, 
Chesham by The Rt Revd Simon Burrows, Bishop of Buckingham: James Gardom 
(Witney); Simon Grigg (Cowley); Francis Mason (Denham); Ian Tattum 
(Beaconsfield); Jolyon Trickey (Chesham Bois); Simon Weeden (Great Chesham). 

(In brackets are the names of the parishes where candidates will serve). 


WITHOUT THIS ATTRACTION YOU MIGHT 
NOT SEE THE OTHERS 

THE THAMES BARRIER 

THE LARGEST MOVABLE FLOOD 
BARRIER IN THE WORLD 



Visitors Centre with Exhibition 

Spectacular new Audio-Visual Show 
Hallett's Panorama of Bath 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Admission Price (Discounts: seniors, children, groups) 
Self-service Cafeteria with Riverside Terrace 
Function Room and Evening Carvery 
for pre-booked groups: 

O081-316 4438 

Well stocked book and souvenir shop. Riverside Walkways and Picnic 
Area. Round Barrier Cruises 
Ample Car Parking. FREE COACH PARK 
Regular boats from Westminster. Tower and Greenwich Piers 
■ a ■ a T rain to Charlton 

AUU THAMES BARRIER VISITORS CENTRE 
■llLL 0081-854 1373 


The Thames Barrier Unity Way. Woolwich. London SE1 8 5NJ 



SMARTIE Aims 
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INCOME TAX RETURNS 

Prepared by experienced and 
qualified person. 

REASONABLE FEES 

Phone: 

Colin Ross 

0865 890177 


STOKE ROW 


^mrrffrf A 


STEAM RALLY & FAVRE 


STONE CLEANING AND CONSERVATION 




Listed and Historic buildings, statues, u llr Ur 


Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th June 


monuments, marble, bronze. 


near Nuffield, South Oxon 


ALL INTERIOR STONE WORK 

Arches, Columns, windows, altars, fonts 


• Traction Engines • Vintage Vehicles • 


cleaned with great care and the minimum of 
disruption. 


• Sideshows • Stalls • Craftstands • 


Telephone: READING (0734) 412166 


• Refreshments • Licensed Bar • 


M. J. Golding 
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Of sex, marriage 



CONGRATULATIONS: that 
was a really thought-provoking 
feature in a recent issue of The 
DOOR on sex, marriage and 
God! 

There are indeed many 
divergences in cultural traditions 
with regard to ‘premarital sex’. 
We should perhaps try to find a 
better term for this. In our 
society the phrase generally 
seems to mean intercourse bet- 
ween people who have no inten- 
tion of marrying. This is very 
different from the situations 
described in the Side-by-Side ar- 
ticles. 

The cultural ideal still seems 
to be that a couple’s first sexual 
experience should be on the 
wedding night. I have no idea 
how many live up to this vision 
of marital bliss. But what really 
concerns me is that we discuss 
the subject in slightly more 
down to earth terms. 

I think we need to be careful 
to avoid giving the impression 
that a marriage ceremony 
legitimises a physical relation- 
ship, as though all sex 
beforehand were ‘bad’ and all 
sex afterwards ‘good*. 

We also need to be quite clear 
about what we think sex is for. 
To symbolise and promote 
mature human relationships, 
which themselves symbolise the 
love between God and his peo- 
ple? Yes indeed. Personally I 
think a sexual relationship 
should at very least include 
openness to the possibility of 
children. 

The language we use 
sometimes gives the impression 
that Christian moral thinking on 
sex starts from the assumption 
that a full and vigorous sex life 
begins the instant the brake of 
self-control is released. But sex 
is not just one of the joys of mar- 
riage; it is also an obligation, 
even a vocation. So I think the 
time a paticular couple is ready 
to embark on a successful sex- 
ual relationship will not 
necessarily co-incide with the 
wedding night, nor will it 
necessarily be all plain sailing 
afterwards. 

Jennifer Brooker (Mrs) 
Oxford. 

Warm thanks 

THE Archdeacon of Berkshire 
has heard from Bishop George 
Kyaw Mya of Pa ’ an in Burma. 
DOOR readers may remember 
that Bishop George was one of 
the original Partners in Mission 
who came to this diocese in 
1981. Friends in Berkshire have 
been keeping in touch with him 
ever since. In 1987 they raised 
over £20,000 to help all the 
Burmese bishops with the pro- 
blems of transport in their vast 
dioceses. 

That cheque was handed over 
at a special service in reading 
during the 1988 Lambeth con- 
ference. Bishop George *s 


friends were then dismayed to 
see how lame he had become, 
and they later learned that he 
needed to come to London for 
treatment. With the help of the 
Bishop’s Outreach Fund they 
and other DOOR readers rais- 
ed enough money to enable 
Bishop George to fly over just 
before Christmas 1990 for 
surgery at St Luke ’s Hospital for 
the Clergy. 

BISHOP George writes: 
“This is just to thank you and 
all the people of the Oxford 
Diocese for being so good and 
kind to me, especially their love 
and concern towards my 
medical treatment. I am glad to 
let you all know that my legs 
proved that the operation was a 
successful one, as there is no 
more pain except some discom- 


by a clergyman who confesses 
that its content appeals to the 
rebel in him? 

This present age is full of 
rebellion in every area of life. 
Jesus calls us to follow Him in 
submission, and gave us His 
Holy Spirit to empower us to die 
to self. The Cross is central to 
Christianity, as God ordained it 
before Creation: because 
without it, we cannot be recon- 
ciled with Him. 

Margery A. Dent 
Oxford. 

Budget 

questions 

I WONDER how many 
parishioners in the Diocese have 
studied the Diocesan Budget for 
1991, and the Projections for 
1992 and 1993. PCCs should 




fort in my back, but I am sure 
it will slowly improve. v 

Please put in The DOOR a' 
word of thanks to all those who 
were, one way or another, in- 
volved in my medical treatment 
and making my visit worthwhile 
in terms of experiences. I have 
a lot to share with my people, 
and I assure you that they are ef- 
fective sharings. 

We are kept busy with the 
preparation for our youth Rally, 
expecting at least 1,000 
youngsters from all over the 
diocese to take part. We are 
aiming to convince our youth 
what the Decade of Evangelism 
will really mean to them. 
Selected groups will go straight 
to the Evangelism fields, to 
witness what they have gained. 

With my love and prayers. 

G. Kyaw Mya 
Bishop of Pa* an. 

Not Church 
teaching? 

ACCORDING to the book 
review by the Revd Richard 
Woodward (May issue: ‘The 
Church in the Midst of Crea- 
tion’) we are now being called 
to “move away from a theology 
of Salvation and Redemption, to 
a theology of Creation.*’ This 
sounds like the New Age Move- 
ment, and not the teaching of the 
Church. Should such a book be 
reviewed in such glowing terms 


certainly be aware of its con- 
. tents, as it is the basis for the 
assessment of parish shares. 

When I studied the document 
it made very unhappy reading. 
I searched without success for 
any indication of reality, and 
concluded that the Board of 
Finance was merely passing on 
increased costs to parishes with 
little regard to the consequences. 
I have written on two occasions 
to the Board of Finance express- 
ing the concern of this Parish, 
but have not received a satisfac- 
tory answer to any of the follow- 
ing questions: 

a. Why an assumed inflation 
rate of 9 per cent for 1991 
should result in parish shares 
being increased by 10.5 per 
cent. 

b. Why an assumed inflation 
rate of 7 per cent from 1991 to 
1993 should result in a projected 
increase in Parish Share for 
1992 of 14 per cent and for 1993 
of a further 11.9 per cent. 

c. Why a decrease in grant 
allocations to this Diocese from 
the Church Commissioners 
should just be passed on to the 
parishes, without making any 
obvious attempts to absorb the 
deficiency. 

d. Why this Diocese’s share 
of the 14 per cent increase in the 
General Synod Budget from 
1990 to 1991 appeared to have 
been accepted without question. 

The feeling of this parish is 
that when every individual, as 


well as every public and private 
organisation is feeling the effects 
of the recession, the Anglican 
Church in general, and this 
Diocese in particular, should not 
be adopting an unrealistic finan- 
cial policy and inviting the 
Parishes to fund it. If the 
Diocese was a local authority the 
Budget would almost certainly 
be subject to ‘capping’. 

We wonder how PCCs in 
other parts of the Diocese feel? 
If they are content — fine. If 
not, I suggest that they write to 
the Board of Finance expressing 
their concern, as we have done. 

B. M. Bowen CB 

Hon Treasurer, Shrivenham 
with Watchfield PCC. 

Valuing 

Readers 

IT was with much interest that 
I read George Walker’s article 
‘Who pays for the Reader’. 

I appreciate the need to ex- 
plain the annual fee paid by 
parishes who have a Reader to 
The Diocesan Readers Associa- 
tion, fut fail to understand 
George’s apologetic and de- 
meaning attitude, and his 
ongoing need to justify the vast 
sum of £12 per annum. 

Should not parishes be seen to 
be caring and give prayful and 
realistic financial support to 
those who are in training, and 
those who minister as Readers. 
Yes, the Reader is non- 
stipendiary, but it seems wrong 
and unrealistic that he or she 
must have to pay for all the 
necessary tools to do the work, 
(books, robes, transport etc, the 
cost of which can be quite con- 
siderable) without any assistance 
whatsover. 

I do not ask that Readers 
should receive any payment for 
their ministry, but that parishes 
are aware of the need to value 
and support the trained lay 
ministry of The Church, which 
is so gladly and freeely given. 
Sadly, that which costs nought 
in this world is often given the 
same value. 

John W. A. Dale 
Reader, Winslow & The 
Schome Team, Bucks. 


Representative needed 

BISHOP Tibafa of Kisangani, one 
of only four Anglican Bishops in 
Zaire urgently needs a commisary 
or representative in this country. 

No qualifications are needed, 
although a knowledge of French 
would be useful, just the desire to 
help and some spare time. He or 
she might be asked to organise 
travel and accommodation for the 
Bishop’s visits to the UK; publicise 
projects to raise funds; open a 
bank account and transfer money; 
and build up a slide collection. 

Bishop Tabafa will be in the Ox- 
ford area on July 15 and 16 and 
would be pleased to meet to discuss 
his needs. If you are interested 
please contact Francis Garratt on 
063 528 543. 


Life cares — will you? 

life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


SevetheUWbomCMd 

life 


Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
Oxford 727435 448544 

Slough 23122 Reading 581699 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end ol the line 
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TOURIST GUIDE & INFORMATION SERVICE FOR A 
WORLD FAMOUS UNIVERSITY CITY 

• Walking tours of Cambridge • Any size party 

• Historic City — Colleges — • Special rates for senior citizens 

Churches — Gardens — Museums and children 

• Speciality tours to cover individual • Pre-visit illustrated talks available 

interests • Fully qualified guides 

For details and bookings: 

Cambridge (0223) 462279/208132/232020 (24 hours) 



OXFORDSHIRE MARRIAGE 
GUIDANCE PROVIDES: 

it Confidential counselling in personal relationships 
including sexual problems. 

★ Sex therapy 

★ Groups for divorced/separated people 

★ Training for other professionals 

★ Educational work with schools and adult groups 

Tel: OXFORD 242960 • BANBURY 250141 


POST-TRAUMA HELP 

Does a tragic event cast a shadow over your life? 

INFORMATION AND HELP SERVICE 

for Children, Young People and Adults. Individuals and Groups. 

For those directly involved or present as an onlooker, relative, friend or helper. Learn to 
cope positively with the normal reactions to traumatic events, whatever they were. 
Phone Newbury 30644 in confidence for information. Elizabeth Capewell MA(Cantab). 
Cert. Ed. Dip. Hum. Psych. Centre for Educational Responses to Disaster, 93 Old 
Newtown Road, Newbury RG14 7DE. 

Operates under code of Ethics of the British Association of Counselling 
PLUS EARLY HELP SERVICE IMMEDIATELY AFTER AN EVENT 


Parish Church of St. Michael and All Angels 
New Marston, Oxford 

(comer of Jack Straw’s Lane & Marston Road) 

wishes to appoint an 

ORGANIST 

Two manual pipe organ Martin & Coate, Oxford, 1959. 
Salary £700 p.a. plus fees. 

One Sunday Service and Major Feast Days. 

Please apply to: 

The Rev Charles Miller 

St Michael & All Angels Church, Marston Road, 
Oxford OX3 OJA. Tel: (0865) 242803 


BAN60R - NORTH WALES 

Within easy reach of pleasant beaches and fine mountain scenery. Self- 
catering accommodation in modem. 

UNIVERSITY HALL OF RESIDENCE 

Suitable for families and groups. Available July-September' £5 per night. 
Children under 1 2 half-price. Also self-catering houses and flats from £200 
per week. 

Details of study and activity breaks on application. 

The Conference Office, University of Wales, Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 2DG 
Telephone: (0248) 351151 ext.2560 


OPPORTUNITIES 
-for- 


EVANGELISM 
with 


CHURCH ARMY 

The Church Army officer meets with people where it matters - 
right where they are. Full training for a variety of service is 
provided for selected Candidates, an upper age limit of 40 years 
applies and applicants must be committed Anglicans. 

Find out what Church Army is doing. 

For further details complete the coupon and 
return to Julie Wallace. 

Church Army, 

Independents Road, 

Blackheath, London SE3 9LG. 
Tel: 081-318 1226. 

— — — 
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Leader aft 

Stained Glass 

Studio 

COMPLETE CHURCH WINDOW RESTORATION 

TRADITIONAL LEADED LIGHTS MADE & REPAIRED 
ALL ASPECTS OF STAINED GLASS WINDOWS DESIGNED BY US 
OR TO YOUR PERSONAL SPECIFICATION 
STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
SPECIALISTS IN REPRODUCTION OF PAINTED 
AND DECORATED GLASS 
65 BEDFORD ROAD , READING , BERKS RG1 7EX 

(0734) 568534 



ALAN SMITH 

Specialising in Church Wood 
Preservation, Belfrey Cleaning 
and Grave Tidying 

Reasonable rates 
Distance no object 

37 Moor Avenue, Witney, Oxon 

Telephone: (0993) 772967 


Newport Pagnell Parish 
Church Restoration Appeal 

FESTIVAL 
OF ARTS 

To be opened on June 29 by 

Duncan Goodhew 

Olympic swimming gold 
medallist 

The week-long list of attrac- 
tions include: 

MUSIC: Massed choirs 
(June 29) 

Jazz with Bruce 
Turner (July 2) 
Schools bands 
(July 3 and 7) 
Milton Keynes 
Chamber 
Orchestra (July 
4) 

Gilbert and 
Sullivan (July 6) 

ART: National 

Photographic 
exhibition 
Area Art exhibi- 
tion (June 29 to 
July 4) 

Local history 
exhibition (June 
29 and 30) 

DRAMA: Educating Rita 
(July 1) 

Local drama 
(July 2 and 3) 
School drama 
(July 3) 

There will also be street 
entertainment and a donkey 
derby (Saturday, June 29), 
Strawberry Fair (June 30), 
Civic Service (June 30), 
Craft Fayre and Outdoor 
Market (July 6) 

Full details in official pro- 
gramme, price £1.50, 
available by post from: 
Gerald Stratton, 3 Lakes 
Lane, Newport Pagnell, 
Bucks. MK16 8HS. 
Included in the programme 
is a 
FREE 

entry in a competition with 
a top prize of a weekend 
for two at a luxury hotel. 


Visiting Bath? 
stay at the Carfax! 

A FRIENDLY, WELL 
APPOINTED GEORGIAN HOTEL 
SET IN THE HEART OF A 
BEAUTIFUL CITY 

if A few minutes walk from the 
Roman Baths, Pump Room, river 
and shopping centre. 
if Visiting distance from the Mendips, 
Cotswolds & Stonehenge. 

★ ★ ★ 

if 40 rooms with 90° o bathrooms en- 
suite. Many recently refurbished. 
AH with colour TV. Direct dial 
telephone. Teamaking facilities 
replenished free. 
if Two lifts serving all floors. 
if Games room with pool table. 
if Conference centre caters for 35. 
if Special rates tor retireds all year. 
if Christmas and Easter packages. 
if Two-day breaks. 
if Children's accommodation free, 
sharing with adults 

★ ★ ★ 

Further details from 

The Manager, 

Carfax Hotel, 

Great Pulteney Street, 

Bath BA2 4BS. 

Telephone (0225) 462089 
if OWSED BY THE SALV.4TIOM A BUY it 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

DEPT E4, 13 Knightsbridge 
Green, London SW1X 7QL 


Rooting Renovation 

Authentic roofing service 

If your roof is worn out, the rest of 
your house is at risk. Water penetration 
can result in damaged ceilings and 
ruined decorations. 

If your roof is giving you cause for 
concern, why not contact us for free 
advice and estimate. 

Wt are a family firm who work to the 
highest standards and guarantee 
satisfaction with the minimum of 
inconvenience. 

Listed buildings a speciality. 

CARTER ROOFING 

OXFORD (0865) 61852 


OUTDOOR ACTION 



Come with your friends or colleagues and 
experience the excitement of an Action Day. 

• OFF ROAD RACING in our 
unique single seat racing buggies 

• QUAD BIKE TRIAL 

• TACTICAL RIFLE SHOOTING 

• ARCHERY 

• Fully organised events ★ Group 
size from 4 to 36 persons ★ Over 1 8’s 
only ★ Private and corporate book- 
ings ★ Prices £35 + VAT per person 

(All inclusive). 


Phone Chipping Norton (0608) 677506 
for brochure anytime 







Growth for peoph 


HAVE you ever thought of dog 
walking as a spiritual exercise? 
Did your Christian education 
end when you graduated from 
Sunday school? Are you really 
up to a whole decade of. 
evangelism? 

For many of us, Christian 
training and nurture depends on 
the weekly sermon slot. Here in 
the Diocese of Oxford, it need 
not end there. This autumn there 
is a whole range of day 
workshops, short and long 
courses — on everything from 
dogmatics to ‘dog walking and 
other spiritual exercises’ which 
are open to everyone. Last year, 
1,700 people took part in the 
courses. See what is on offer this 
year in your area. 

The courses are organised by 
the Oxford Diocesan Institute. 
This is an umbrella for three 
area Christian Training Schemes 
in Berkshire, Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire. The Schemes 
are designed to meet local 
ecumenical needs and the three 
types of courses offered are: 
Basic Christianity Courses 
(dealing with the foundations of 
the Christian faith, Christian ex- 
perience and Christian practice), 
Short Courses , and Day 
Workshops. 

Here, we take a closer look at 
some of the courses on offer 
recently in the Diocese: 


Church History 
in Abingdon 

Abingdon, in the Berkshire 
Training Scheme, offered an 
unusual church history course 
last summer. This was not a six- 
week crammer from Augustine 
to Pusey, but a guided church 
history tour. The town has nine 
churches and worship centres. It 
also has a resident historian, 
Mieneke Cox, and an expert in 
church architecture, the Revd 
Allan Doig. The course lasted 
six weeks, and consisted of a 
lively presentation of church 
history using a different church 
each week to provide the 
resource material for a particular 
period of church history. 

Abingdon has a rich ec- 
clesiastical past, and the course 
began in the Abbey in the cen- 
tre of town and ended in the 
ecumenical centre. Every Sun- 
day before the course met the 
participants were encouraged to 
go and worship in the church to 
be studied that week. In the 
week the group heard from the 
incumbent about the character of 
the congregation, Allan Doig 
explained the history of the 
building linking the church’s 
liturgical tradition with its art 
forms, and Mieneke Cox gave 
the historical background of the 
church. 




Contemplating prayer . . . crucial for every Christian? 


Allan Doig brings church history to life in Abingdon. See 
story on page 3. 


One of the course participants 
was David Lever, a Reader can- 
didate in training from Christ 
Church Abingdon. For him the 
course was an “enjoyable way 
to discover the churches in Ab- 
ingdon.’’ 

“I have lived in the town 
since 1978, but by participating 
in services and going around the 
churches I got a better 
understanding of what makes the 
Church in Abingdon. The dif- 
ferent churches are no longer 
just buildings on the street.’’ 
Like many of the courses of- 
fered by the Diocese, this was 
ecumenical and locally based. 

Spirituality 
in Wycombe 

“All the courses on the Chiltem 
programme hope to marry ex- 
perience with reflection,’’ ex- 
plains Philip Roderick, the 
Director of the Chiltem Chris- 
tian Training Programme and 
Principal of the Buckingham- 
shire area Christian Training 
Scheme. 

In the Chiltem area courses in 
spirituality have proved very 
popular. “There is a huge in- 
terest generally in spirituality 
and a thirst for stillness and 

silence.’’ , Jrvt 

A recent eight-month course 
in High Wycombe on Con- 
templative Discipleship drew 
together 42 people from all 
walks of life and all ages. The 
group met once a month for an 
hour-and-three-quarters, and 
members took away a 
‘Spirituality Resources Bulletin’ 
for use during the month. Philip 


Roderick describes the course as 
a ‘buffet-table’ of comtemplative 
spirituality. Each session has a 
period of silence, a presentation 
of different styles of contempla- 
tion and praying and then a time 
in small groups for discussion. 

The group explored some 
quiet movements and postures in 
prayer, and drew on people’s 
own experience. For some, the 
experience of silence had been 
initially quite frightening, for 
others it was upbuilding but it 
proved fruitful for everyone. 

The Chiltem programme is 
managed ecumenically, and all 
the major denominations were 
represented on this course. Con- 
templative Discipleship will be 
repeated next year. Philip 
Roderick hopes that one day 
similar courses will be taken on 
by local churches. “The subject 
is central to every Christian; 
contemplation is not just for the 
few. If we look at Jesus’ life he 
had periods of withdrawal and 
then of involvement. Con- 
templative prayer is crucial to 
the work of every Christian.’’ 

Bereavement 

course 

Courses in the Christian Train- 
ing Schemes try to respond to 
local needs. A recent course on 
bereavement in Banbury is a 
good example of how a Scheme 
tries to do this, and work with 
existing local programmes and 
agencies. 

When Stuart Currie, the Area 
Co-ordinator for North Oxford- 
shire, visited parishes it was 
clear that there was a need for 
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A closer look at what is going on in your 


Oxford Area Christian Training 
Scheme: 

Principal: Gill Sumner, 9 Chalfont 
Road, Oxford OX2 6TL. Telephone: 
0865 58023. 

Co-ordinator: Stuart Currie, 4 

Longfellow Road, Banbury, Oxon 
OX16 9LB. Telephone: 0295 264961. 

Gill Sumner, Principal of the Oxford- 
shire Area Christian Training Scheme 
notes that short practical courses are in 
most demand. The 1991/2 programme 
will offer these on a wide variety of 
topics from the nuts and bolts of parish 
administration to a ‘Music and Drama 
in Worship’, ‘Child Abuse: Picking up 
the Pieces’, and ‘Questions People Ask’ 
(five sessions on current concerns in 
evangelism). The ‘core courses’ will 
continue to be provided in three centres: 
Banbury, Oxford and Witney. 

Gill Sumner is becoming Associate 
Principal of the Oxford Ministry course. 
Her successor as principal of OACTS 
will be announced soon and takes up 
post in September. 


Berkshire Area Christian Training 
Scheme: 

Principal of the Scheme and Director of 
the Reading and Bracknell Christian 
Training Programmes: Nicholas Cran- 
field, St Mary’s House, Chain Street, 
Reading RG1 2HX. Telephone: 0734 
571057. 

Programme Directors: Wantage and 
Vale, James Payne, 1 Timber Yard Cot- 
tages, Church Street, Shellingford, Far- 
ingdon SN7 7QA. Telephone 0367 
710274. Newbury: Hazel Johnston, 11 
The Glade, Newbury. Telephone: 0635 
45687. Abingdon : David Bryan, 33 
Mattock Walk, Abingdon OX14 2PQ. 
Telephone: 0235 22549. Programme 
Co-ordinator for Reading and Assistant 
for Administration: Veronica Arm- 
strong, St Mary’s House, Chain Street, 
Reading RG1 2HX. Telephone: 0734 
571057. 

From September 1991 there will be 
a wide range of courses. They include: 
‘Philosophy or Religion: the World To- 
day’ beginning at Christ Church, 


Reading on September 28. ‘The Pool of 
Bethsaida — Sink or Swim in the Heal- 
ing Ministry’ starting at St Michael’s 
Centre, Easthampstead on September 30 
and ‘Exploring the Foundations of the 
Christian Faith’, a day course in local 
evangelism led by Jeremy Anderson in 
Reading on October 5. 

Buckinghamshire Area Training 
Scheme: 

Principal of the Scheme and Director of 
the Chiltern Programme: Philip 
Roderick, Room 12, Bucks College of 
Higher Education, Spring Lane, 
Flackwell Heat HP10 9HE. Telephone: 
0628 819099 Ext. 246. 

Programme directors: Milton Keynes: 
Ian Jagger, 2 Hoopers Gate, Willen, 
Milton Keynes MK15 9JR. Telephone: 
0908 662092. Thamesway: Acting 
Director, Jeremy Hurst, The Rectory, 
St Mary’s Road, Langley, Slough SL3 
7EN. Telephone: 0753 42068. Cot- 
tesloe: Judy Rees, 15 Weston Road, 
Great Horwood, Milton Keynes MK1 7 
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this type of practical course. In 
November, a workshop ‘Caring 
for the Bereaved and Depress- 
ed’, in Witney was so over- 
subscribed that another 
workshop had to be arranged in 
the North of the county. So in 
February 1991 a similar 
workshop was put on in Ban- 
bury. This brought together 30 
people from all over Oxford- 
shire led by staff from the Ox- 
ford Christian Institute for 
Counselling. 

The workshop was followed 
by a six-week course. One 
group who took part were 
members of the Bereavement 
Care group from the parish of 
Banbury. These volunteers of- 
fer help and visit those who have 
recently been bereaved. The 
parish needed new volunteers 
and wanted to offer appropriate 
training to them. 

One aim of the course was to 
give information, but each unit 
was designed so that the par- 
ticipants could connect the sub- 
ject with their own experience. 
An important resource was 
therefore the participants 
themselves, who shared their 
own varied experiences with 
each other. The course tried to 
offer a variety of approach and 
materials. There were videos, 
group sculptures, a panel disc. - 
sion involving a local GP, 
funeral director, solicitor and 
support organisations. 

There are many courses like 
this in the Schemes based on 
sharing practical help for Chris- 
tian service in the community. 

Nicola Currie is a freelance 
journalist in the Diocese. 


in your area 

f 8DP. Telephone: 029671 3603 . 

In 1991/1992 there will be a huge 
5 variety of 70 courses on offer: Milton 
) Keynes courses will include, a ‘ Know 
; your Mission * day, an event on AIDS 
1 and a day on the Faith in the Coun- 
l tryside report. 

Chiltem is hosting day conferences on 
Christian Responses to the New Age; 
\ Easter Gardens; The Love of Power and 
the Power of Love — An appraisal of 
f ‘Signs and Wonders’ and John Wimber. 
} Longer courses will include Con- 

f templative Discipleship; Coping with 

Loss; Dog Walking and Other Spiritual 
Exercises; What Can, a Parent Do? 

The Cottesloe Programme is laun- 
ching a new one year courses designed 
to give people an opportunity to know, 
live and share the Christian faith more 
confidently. A Workshop for people to 
use and develop their creative skills 
from calligraphy to lacemaking. 

The Thameswey Programme will in- 
clude courses on Christian Believing, 
Following Christ Today and Prayer. 



“HOW can we be the Church 
better?’’ This is the question that 
Diocesan Synod had before it 
when it initiated the Christian 
Training Schemes in 1981. Con- 
gregations answer the question 
differently depending on their 
local needs. But the Schemes in 
each area are there to provide 
resources and courses to meet 
those needs. 

The first ten years have been 
years of remarkable growth and 
the next ten coincide with the 
Decade of Evangelism. I believe 
that an easy working relation-' 
ship between parishes and 
Schemes will enable the creative 
energy of the whole people of 
God to be put to work in a more 
effective way: and we will be 
glad to hear how you think we 
may tackle this.” 

Vincent Strudwick, Director, 
Oxford Diocesan Institute . 




“Berkshire Christian Training 
Scheme helps you to help your 
church.’’ 

Nicholas Cranfield, Principal 
of the Berkshire Area Chris- 
tian Training Scheme and 
Director of the Reading and 
Bracknell Christian Training 
Programmes. 



“The courses and workshops 
are all about growing and equip- 
ping — growing in our 
understanding of God at work in 
us and in the world; equipping 
ourselves to serve him more ef- 
fectively in our local church and 
community.” 

Gill Sumner, Principal of the 
Oxfordshire Area Christian 
Training Scheme . 


Feature edited 
by 

Nicola Currie 


In-service 

courses 


Among the planned courses 
which still have places available 
are the following: 

A Tutor’s Evening: June 25. 
An evening designed to provide 
stimulation and resources for 


“The aim of the courses is to en- 
courage adult Christians to 
develop confidence in their 
faith, to ‘get closer to God’. 
People often say to me: ‘I want 
to know what God wants to do 
with my life’. We hope to open 
up areas of Christian understan- 
ding, to help people reflect on 
their discipleship, Christian 
belief and life.” 

Philip Roderick, 
Principal of the 
Buckinghamshire Area 
Christian Training Scheme 
and Director of the Chiltem 
Programme. 




Gill Pratley, Administrator 
for the Institute at Church 
House 

those who teach on the Training 
Schemes courses. 

Working with Transition 
and Loss: October 8, 9 and 10. 
A three-day workshop for clergy 
and Readers led by Yvonne 
Cannon and Anne Couldrick. 
Participants will experience a 
particular approach to counsell- 
ing, understand their own 
response to loss and integrate 
some theories with counsell- 
ing/helping skills. 

Working with Conflict: Oc- 
tober 30-31. A workshop for 
clergy, led by Keith Lamdin and 
Vincent Strudwick dealing with 
participants’ parochial conflicts 
and developing strategies. 

IN THE AUTUMN 

Theological Renewal: An ex- 
tended reading seminar for 
clergy on the Nicene Creed with 
the Revd Dr Peter Widdicombe. 

How Adults Learn: A 
seminar for clergy with Keith 
Lamdin. 

First Major Responsibility: 

A consultation for clergy in 
posts of first major responsibili- 
ty (eg. Incumbents). 

Training the Training In- 
cumbent: for those working 
with deacons. 

Working with the Under- 
taker: A day for clergy and 
funeral directors to understand 
each other’s roles better. 

Preparing for Retirement: A 
consultation for clergy. 

Third World Theology. 
Further information about these 
and details of all Institute 
courses, including venues, may 
be obtained from Gill Pratley 
(pictured) at Diocesan Church 
House. Tel: 0865 244566. 


Do you make walking the dog a spiritual excercise? 


Brindley John Ayers 
Antique Fishing Tackle 


$ 


45 St Annes' Road 
Hakin, Milford Haven 
Pembrokeshire SA73 3LJ 
United Kingdom 
Telephone: 0646 698359 Fax: 0646 690733 
WANTED 

All your old and surplus quality Fishing Reels and tackle by HARDY, 
FARLOW, MALLOCH, ILLINGWORTH, MOSCROP, ETC. 15ft Sharps 
spliced, and post 1 950 Hardy rods old salmon flies, Fly cabinets and reser- 
voirs, gadgets, gaffs, catalogues, carved or cased Salmon, old creels, 
ABU/Record 5000, Cardinal. 4, 44, 44X, 3, 33, etc., single items or 
whole tackle rooms bought. 


AIN! UNUSUAL DAY OUT 


ttl|EEluirtgl|t’0 

Working 
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Makers and Restorers of Wooden Wheels, Farm Carts, Carriages, Gypsy Caravans, 
etc. 

The Working Museum — open daily 
10am-8pm (including weekends) 

Adults £2.00, senior citizen £1.50, children £1.25, family groups £6.00 up to 3 
children, group concessions available. 

Ideal group visits for Education and Fun 

Webbington, Loxton 
(Nr Webbington Hotel) 

Nr Axbridge, Somerset 
Tel: (0934) 750841/732180 
25p discount per person on production of t 
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free quote 

DON 0236 R24002 
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Sr Marys Hall 

BRIGHTON 

An Independent Church of England 
School for Girls (3-18). Boys (3-8) 


ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR 
DAUGHTER’S PRESENT SCHOOL? 

WITH OUR HELP YOU COULD AFFORD TO GIVE HER 
A FIRST CLASS EDUCATION IN A CHURCH SCHOOL 
BURSARIES FOR CLERGY DAUGHTERS 
(75% fee reduction. FREE PLACES are occasionally awarded bn 
academic merit or in cases of financial need) 

OPEN SCHOLARSHIPS (academic and musical) 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTED PLACES 
All financial assistance schemes cover boarding (weekly or full) and 
tuition fees 

Entry at 10-13 years or direct to GCSE or ‘A’ LEVEL courses 
EXCELLENT ACADEMIC RECORD 
(1990 A* LEVEL PASS RATE: 93.4%) 

You are welcome to VISIT the school 
Detail from: He HeaAmastrm, St Mary’s Hal, Eastern Road, 
Brighton BN2 5JF. 

Telephone Number: 0273 601061. 


THE MANOR HOUSE 
AND GARDENS 
STANTON HARCOURT 
OXFORDSHIRE 



The Old Kitchen 


9 Miles West of Oxford, 

5 Miles SE of Witney on B4449 

Unique mediaeval buildings in tranquil surroun- 
dings — old kitchen, (Alexander) Pope's Tower and 
Domestic Chapel. House maintained as family home, 
containing a fine collection of Pictures, Silver, Fur- 
niture and Porcelain. 

1 2 acres of Garden with Great Fish Pond and Stew 
Ponds. 

OPEN DAYS 1991 


MONTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

B/H MONDAY 

MAY 

16 

19 

- 


23 

26 

27 

JUNE 

6 

9 

- 


20 

23 

- 

JULY 

4 

7 

- 


18 

21 

• 

AUGUST 

1 

4 

- 


15 

18 

- 


22 

25 

26 

SEPTEMBER 

5 

8 

- 


19 

22 

- 


Open on stated days from 2-6pm 

DISABLED VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OPENING TIMES 
GROUP VISITS BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

TEL: OXFORD (0865) 881928 
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>le and churches 


What the Oxford Diocesan 
Institute can offer you 

In-service f 
I courses 




his type of practical course. In 
November, a workshop ‘Caring 
or the Bereaved and Depress- 
d\ in Witney was so over- 
ubscribed that another 
vorkshop had to be arranged in 
he North of the county. So in 
February 1991 a similar 
vorkshop was put on in Ban- 
rnry. This brought together 30 
>eople from all over Oxford- 
hire led by staff from the Ox- 
ord Christian Institute for 
Counselling. 

The workshop was followed 
ly a six- week course. One 
;roup who took part were 
nembers of the Bereavement 
Care group from the parish of 
lanbury. These volunteers of- 
er help and visit those who have 
ecently been bereaved. The 
>arish needed new volunteers 
ind wanted to offer appropriate 
raining to them. 

One aim of the course was to 
»ive information, but each unit 
vas designed so that the par- 
icipants could connect the sub- 
ect with their own experience. 
\n important resource was 
herefore the participants 
hemselves, who shared their 
>wn varied experiences with 
jach other. The course tried to 
)ffer a variety of approach and 
naterials. There were videos, 
iroup sculptures, a panel disc. 
;ion involving a local GP, 
uneral director, solicitor and 
lupport organisations. 

There are many courses like 
his in the Schemes based on 
haring practical help for Chris- 
ian service in the community. 

Nicola Currie is a freelance 
journalist in the Diocese. 


our area 

ephone: 029671 3603. 

1/1992 there will be a huge 
f 70 courses on offer: Milton 
ourses will include , a ‘ Know 
sion ’ day, an event on AIDS 
ly on the Faith in the Coun- 
port. 

n is hosting day conferences on 
Responses to the New Age; 
Lrdens; The Love of Power and 
r of Love — An appraisal of 
j Wonders’ and John Wimber. 
courses will include Con- 
e Discipleship; Coping with 
g Walking and Other Spiritual 
;; What Can a Parent Do? 
ottesloe Programme is laun- 
ew one year courses designed 
>ople an opportunity to know, 
ihare the Christian faith more 
ly. A Workshop for people to 
develop their creative skills 
igraphy to lacemaking. 
ameswey Programme will in- 
lrses on Christian Believing, 
g Christ Today and Prayer. 


“HOW can we be the Church 
better?” This is the question that 
Diocesan Synod had before it 
when it initiated the Christian 
Training Schemes in 1981. Con- 
gregations answer the question 
differently depending on their 
local needs. But the Schemes in 
each area are there to provide 
resources and courses to meet 
those needs. 

The first ten years have been 
years of remarkable growth and 
the next ten coincide with the 
Decade of Evangelism. I believe 
that an easy working relation- 
ship between parishes and 
Schemes will enable the creative 
energy of the whole people of 
God to be put to work in a more 
effective way: and we will be 
glad to hear how you think we 
may tackle this.” 

Vincent Strudwick, Director, 
Oxford Diocesan Institute. 



Among the planned courses 
which still have places available 
are the following: 

A Tutor’s Evening: June 25. 
An evening designed to provide 
stimulation and resources for 


‘ ‘The aim of the courses is to en- 
courage adult Christians to 
develop confidence in their 
faith, to ‘get closer to God’. 
People often say to me: ‘I want 
to know what God wants to do 
with my life’. We hope to open 
up areas of Christian understan- 
ding, to help people reflect on 
their discipleship, Christian 
belief and life.” 

Philip Roderick, 
Principal of the 
Buckinghamshire Area 
Christian Training Scheme 
and Director of the Chiltem 
Programme . 



“Berkshire Christian Training 
Scheme helps you to help your 
church.” 

Nicholas Cranfield , Principal 
of the Berkshire Area Chris- 
tian Training Scheme and 
Director of the Reading and 
Bracknell Christian Training 
Programmes. 




“The courses and workshops 
are all about growing and equip- 
ping — growing in our 
understanding of God at work in 
us and in the world; equipping 
ourselves to serve him more ef- 
fectively in our local church and 
community.” 

GUI Sumner, Principal of the 
Oxfordshire Area Christian 
Training Scheme. 


Feature edited 

by 

Nicola Currie 



Gill Pratley, Administrator 
for the Institute at Church 
House 

those who teach on the Training 
Schemes courses. 

Working with Transition 
and Loss: October 8, 9 and 10. 
A three-day workshop for clergy 
and Readers led by Yvonne 
Cannon and Anne Couldrick. 
Participants will experience a 
particular approach to counsell- 
ing, understand their own 
response to loss and integrate 
some theories with counsell- 
ing/helping skills. 

Working with Conflict: Oc- 
tober 30-31. A workshop for 
clergy, led by Keith Lamdin and 
Vincent Strudwick dealing with 
participants’ parochial conflicts 
and developing strategies. 

IN THE AUTUMN 

Theological Renewal: An ex- 
tended reading seminar for 
clergy on the Nicene Creed with 
the Revd Dr Peter Widdicombe. 

How Adults Learn: A 
seminar for clergy with Keith 
Lamdin. 

First Major Responsibility: 

A consultation for clergy in 
posts of first major responsibili- 
ty (eg. Incumbents). 

Training the Training In- 
cumbent: for those working 
with deacons. 

Working with the Under- 
taker: A day for clergy and 
funeral directors to understand 
each other’s roles better. 

Preparing for Retirement: A 
consultation for clergy. 

Third World Theology. 
Further information about these 
and details of all Institute 
courses, including venues, may 
be obtained from Gill Pratley 
(pictured) at Diocesan Church 
House. Tel: 0865 244566. 


Do you make walking the dog a spiritual excercise? 


Brindley John Ayers 
Antique Fishing Tackle 


$ 


45 St Annes' Road 
Hakin, Milford Haven 
Pembrokeshire SA73 3LJ 
United Kingdom 
Telephone: 0646 698359 Fax: 0646 690733 
WANTED 

All your old and surplus quality Fishing Reels and tackle by HARDY, 
FARLOW, MALLOCH, ILLINGWORTH, MOSCROP, ETC. 15ft Sharps 
spliced, and post 1 950 Hardy rods old salmon flies, Fly cabinets and reser- 
voirs, gadgets, gaffs, catalogues, carved or cased Salmon, old creels, 
ABU/Record 5000, Cardinal. 4, 44, 44X, 3, 33, etc., single items or 
whole tackle rooms bought. 


AN UNUSUAL DAY OUT 


H9ifeeluiri0i|t b 
forking 



museum , 

•nw Jaik-Urt CaUndm 

Makers and Restorers of Wooden Wheels, Farm Carts, Carriages, Gypsy Caravans, 
etc. 

The Working Museum — open daily 
10am-8pm (including weekends) 

Adults £2.00, senior citizen £1.50, children £1.25, family groups £6.00 up to 3 
children, group concessions available. 

Ideal group visits for Education and Fun 
Webbington, Loxton 
(Nr Webbington Hotel) 

Nr Axbridge, Somerset 
Tel: (0934) 750841/732180 

25p discount per person on production of this advert. 







We are now giving away at MO 
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Sr Marys Hall 

BRIGHTON 

An Independent Church of England 
School for Girls (3*18). Boys (3-8) 

ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR 
DAUGHTER’S PRESENT SCHOOL? 

WITH OUR HELP YOU COULD AFFORD TO GIVE HER 
A FIRST CLASS EDUCATION IN A CHURCH SCHOOL 
BURSARIES FOR CLERGY DAUGHTERS 
(75% fee reduction. FREE PLACES are occasionally awarded on 
academic merit or in cases of financial need) 

OPEN SCHOLARSHIPS (academic and musical) 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTED PLACES 
All financial assistance schemes cover boarding (weekly or full) and 
tuition fees 

Entry at 10-13 yean or direct to GCSE or *A’ LEVEL courses 
EXCELLENT ACADEMIC RECORD 
(1990 A’ LEVEL PASS RATE: 93.4%) 

You are welcome to VISIT the school 

Detafls fro« : The HeaAnfctrm, St Mary's Hail, Easter* Road, 
Bright oa BN2 SJF. 

Teiepfcoae Number: 0273 600061. 


THE MANOR HOUSE 
AND GARDENS 
STANTON HARC0URT 
OXFORDSHIRE 



The Old Kitchen 


9 Miles West of Oxford, 

5 Miles SE of Witney on B4449 

Unique mediaeval buildings in tranquil surroun- 
dings — old kitchen, (Alexander) Pope's Tower and 
Domestic Chapel. House maintained as family home, 
containing a fine collection of Pictures, Silver, Fur- 
niture and Porc.elain. 

12 acres of Garden with Great Fish Pond and Stew 
Ponds. 

OPEN DAYS 1991 


MONTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

B/H MONDAY 

MAY 

16 

19 



23 

26 

27 

JUNE 

6 

9 

- 


20 

23 

- 

JULY 

4 

7 

- 


18 

21 

- 

AUGUST 

1 

4 

- 


15 

18 

- 


22 

25 

26 

SEPTEMBER 

5 

8 

- 


19 

22 

' 


Open on stated days from 2-6pm 

DISABLED VISITORS WELCOME AT ALL OPENING TIMES 
GROUP VISITS BY SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

TEL: OXFORD (0865) 881928 







' r t*)r r r c ■-*“ 

12 The Door, June 1991 


A QUESTION OF CARING 


The "Melbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1. Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

3. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 


RHOS-LLYN HOLIDAYS, BI- 
BLE WEEKS, LED RETREATS 
and WEEKEND BREAKS 

Provide a real opportunity to combine 
a time of spiritual, emotional and bodi- 
ly refreshment, along with enjoyment 
of the beautiful west Wales coastline 
and countryside. 

Attractively presented home cooking 
and quality accommodation with en- 
suite bedrooms. 

Special interest holidays include 
rambling and daily coach tours. 
Some exclusively for singles and those 
now on their own. 

Brochure From: 

Rhos-Uyn Christian Centre, Penparc. 
Cardigan, West Wales. SA43 2AB. 
Tel: 0239 614501 


UNIVERSAL CARE 
CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Far. (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


MULBERRY 
NANNIES 

+ Nannies x 

★ Mothers Helps 1 

★ Housekeepers 

★ Companions 

Daily/Live-in P/Time Perm. 

New clients and staff always 
welcome for HERTS. BUCKS, BEDS. 
MIDDX AND LONDON agency. 
(0923) 31069 / 244804 
0442 231102 
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Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street, Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 

L-W.t — * ' 1 
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GUEST HOUSE 
12 GARFIELD ROAD PAIGNTON, 
DEVON. Td: (0803) 528854 


A small family run Guest House in a prime level position near to beach, 
rail and coach stations, park and shops. 

OPEN ALL YEAR 


4 7 have been working with people with a mental handicap for some years 
now, and / have just taken over Durdle D'or Guest House, which 
accommodates up to 20 guests. Willing to accept supervised mentally 
handicapped groups from hospitals, schools, training centres, etc. Also, 
families with sons /daughters who are mentally handicapped. I look forward 
to hearing from you. ” Penny Meredith, Resident Proprietor 

MEMBER OF PAIGNTON HOTELS 4 CATERERS ASSOCIATION 


Dial Ability 

INFORMATION CENTRE 


Rivermead Centre 
Abingdon Road 
Oxford. 

Tel: Oxford 

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 791818 

Good range of information held on most topics. 
Some equipment on display for kitchen, bathroom, 
bedroom, general household. 

Continence Clinic held 1st Monday 
of each month, 2. 30-4. 30pm. 

RING FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE A QUERY 

Call in or telephone between 
•1-4pm weekdays or 10-4pm Wednesdays 

Member of the Oxfordshire Dialability Information Network (ODIN) 




Burford 
Oxfordshire. 
Tel: Burford 3006 

A World of 
Wild Animals 


Plus: 

Adventure Playground 
★ Picnic Areas 

★ Woodland Walks 

★ Narrow Gauge Railway 

* Brass Rubbing Centre 

★ Bar & Restaurant 


In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland 
OPEN DAILY from 10am to 6pm 
Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham 


THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 



THE BIG INTERCITY WEST COUNTRY CYCLE 
RIDE FROM TIVERTON PARKWAY STATION 


FOR ENTRY FORMS AND YOUR FREE BOOKLET 
ON "EXERCISE FOR LIFE" WRITE OR RING 
0225-463616 

Cheques should be made payable to 
THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 

or call Bath (0225) 463616 


New Outfit? 
Matching Specs! 


Now affordable at only £29.95! 

Buy spectacles from our Ninety-one Collection today 
(£29.95 frames plus the cost of your lenses) and you can get 
further complete pairs for just the price of the frame. 

After buying your first pair, you can match any 
outfit for just £29.95 complete. When you show your 
free lens card, we will provide free lenses for every 
further pair you buy. 

Valid for stock, single vision lenses only. Free lens card available with first complete purchase 
and valid for maximum of one year. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


COLLECTION 


STOP PRESS . 

Specsavers 

■ n n n 
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Sight Test Fee £5.00 

For a limited period only 

42 Northbrook Street, Newbury. 
Telephone (0635) 46105 

David Grieves FADO 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 


LOOKING FOR 
RESIDENTIAL CARE? 

CONTACT US BEFORE 
STARTING YOUR 
SEARCH FOR A HOME 


ABlclllU 

(COMMUNITY CARE) 

» SURREY STREET, NORWICH 

( 0603 ) 

764567 


CREDITON PARISH CHURCH 
DEVON 


ptopje act eupopA 
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Wife#* 

pUnvrr# 

13th-21st July, 1991 
10a.m. to 9p.m. 
Admission Free 
Parties Welcome 
Produce and Crafts 
Coffee Lunches Teas 
Suppers 
For information 
please ring: 
(0363) 773368 
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Festival of Faith — the 
Cumnor experience 



The Lee Abbey team was an international one, and included 
Jame Wong from Malaysia, Zoltan Szanyel from Hungary and 
Jenny Hampshire, a Lee Abbey Friend from Chalgrove in Ox- 
fordshire. 



ON a beautiful early spring day, 
the 22 -strong Lee Abbey team 
spilled out of their vans outside 
Cumnor Vicarage, to be warm- 
ly welcomed by members of the 
Anglican churches of St 
Michael’s, Cumnor, St Mary’s, 
Farmoor and St Andrew’s, 
Dean Court in the Parish of 
Cumnor. After lunch the team 
members were welcomed to the 
homes of those church members 
where they were to stay from 
March 13 to 17. 

So began our long planned 
five-day Festival of Faith. We 
wanted it to *be a means of 
deepening the spiritual life of 
our church members, whatever 
their level of commitment, 
whether they were of seasoned 
faith or just starting out. Most 
of us had felt that we weren’t yet 
ready for a full-scale mission 
outreach, although we ended up 
by welcoming non-church 
members to our Festival — so 
we were never quite sure 
whether it qualified as a mission 
after all. 

The idea sprang initially from 
a visit by Cumnor PCC to Lee 
Abbey late in 1989. This Chris- 
tian holiday and conference cen- 
tre, idyllically situated near 
Lynton on the North Devon 
Coast, is run by a mainly 
Anglican community whose 
ministry so impressed our PCC 
that they invited a Lee Abbey 
team to come along and lend a 


helping hand with the festival 
though the events were planned 
and organised by Cumnor 
church members. 

Led by the Revd Geoffrey 
Willis, Chaplain Evangelist at 
Lee Abbey, the team included 
not only members of the Devon 
Community but also staff from 
the International Hostel in Lon- 
dpn, and Lee Abbey Friends 
from different parts of the coun- 
try. So the team was able to 
share with us a wealth of Chris- 
tian experience taken from a 
variety of backgrounds, na- 
tionalities and age groups. It was 
also a valuable training time for 
the team’s younger members 
such as Zoltan Szanyel who 
said: “The Festival has meant a 
great deal to me personally — I 
have learned a lot.’’ 

Important 

Our publicity campaign was 
vitally important. We put up 
posters giving full details of each 
event and these were delivered 
to everyone on the electoral roll 
of the three churches. 

We planned 60 events over 
five days, aimed at different sec- 
tions of the church community. 
The men’s breakfast was par- 
ticularly successful. More than 
40 turned up, and said they en- 
joyed it so much that they’d like 
another one! Geoffrey Willis 
told them how he himself had 
been challenged to examine the 
evidence of Jesus’ resurrection, 
and using the training gained 
while completing a law degree 
had found that the evidence 
could not be denied. Once he 
had accepted the truth that Jesus 
had died for his sake, everything 
fell into place, he said. 


Many events took place in 
people’s homes, where ideas 
and experiences with a Christian 
perspective were shared. We 
discussed family pressures, 
retirement and how to deal with 
the common problems en- 
countered in bringing up 
children in the Christian faith. 
Participants aired their views 
freely in the relaxed informal 
environment. These events were 
much appreciated, and we felt 
that this style of meeting was 
well worth repeating. 

There was also an opportuni- 
ty to share a meal with Chris- 
tians and question them about 
the basics of their faith at the 
‘Grill a Christian’ evening. The 
discussion was lively, and some 
of us felt that this event could 
have been aimed at a larger au- 
dience. 

At the meetings geared for 
young people, many of those 
who came wanted to know why 
the young members of the Lee 
Abbey team had volunteered to 


work at the Community and 
what their faith meant to them. 
It took some time to break the 
ice at the secular youth club, but 
eventually the team had an hour- 
long discussion with several club 
members. 

Packed out 

The children were not forgot- 
ten, either. The mothers’ and 
children’s service was packed 
out. The parish was also invited 
to Matthew Arnold Upper 
School for the first time. The 
team took prayers at assembly 
and led a discussion on the Gulf 
War with the fourth and fifth 
years. The children at Cumnor 
Primary School were also 
visited, and joined in a music 
and drama presentation of the 
Passion with great gusto. 

Major social evenings were 
held at Farmoor and Cumnor 
village halls, and many of those 
who were new to the churches 
but had been to the smaller 
events in people’s homes join- 


ed in. As John said at one event, 
“I find a formal church service 
difficult, but I can get along with 
talking about Christian things in 
sojneone’s home.” 

The theme of the festival cen- 
tred on the Passion — why 
Christ died for us — which 
culminated in the Sunday even- 
ing Communion service. 
“Where are you on the journey 
of faith?” was the challenge of 
Geoffrey Willis in his sermon. 
Jesus promised to be the way, 
the truth and the life. The way 
may be difficult — narrow, 
uphill and slippery in places. 
The biggest problems can 
sometimes be our companions. 
Christians are not automatical- 
ly nice people, and we must 
learn to work at loving other 
people and learn to serve, learn 
to forgive, he said. He then in- 
vited all those who wanted to 
take a further step onwards to 
commit themselves for the first 
time to the journey of faith, and 
to light a candle and place it on 
a block of wood as a sign of their 
decision. Soon the church glow- 
ed with the light of 70 candles. 

There is quite a lot that we 
would do differently with the 
benefit of experience. We pro- 
bably spent too long deciding 
what the festival should aim to 
achieve. Looking back, we also 
decided that we should have 
liaised more fully with the Lee 
Abbey team beforehand. For ex- 
ample, we didn’t really ap- 
preciate how much time they 
would need to meet together 
each day to think, plan and pray 
together about the forthcoming 
activities. We nearly all thought 
that we tried to do too much in 
packing 60 events into five days. 
There is much more which we 



would happily pass on to anyone 
else thinking of embarking on a 
similar venture. 

“We have been strengthened 
and encouraged,” said the Revd 
Douglas Durand, Vicar of Cum- 
nor. It was certainly great to 
have the organising committee 
and many church members 
working so hard together to 
make the Festival a success. 
Friendships were forged with 
the team members, ties were 
strengthened between members 
of our three churches and chur- 
ches of other denominations 
represented in Cumnor which 
will long outlast the Festival. 
New people were welcomed in- 
to the churches, and windows 
have been opened onto new 
landscapes of the Christian faith. 

We must “press on towards 
the mark”. We have already 
planned at least one more 
discussion evening and another 
men’s breakfast. At our annual 
meeting we will be planning our 
church growth and develop- 
ment. 

Madeleine Lund 

Madeleine Lund is a member of 
St Michael's Church, Cumnor. 
She is a scientist who is now an 
independent consultant but un- 
til recently worked on en- 
vironmental matters at the 
Environmental Safety Centre at 
the Harwell Laboratory. 


The Festival included: 

What do you expect of the Church ? — an opportunity for newcomers 
to the parish to discuss the benefits and shortcomings of the chur- 
ches over a cup of coffee. 

Book Evening: books on the Christian life which are helpful, in- 
fluential, instructive, devotional and amusing. 

What is Lee Abbey? — the team answers questions. 

Faith and Healing Does it and should it work? What does it mean 
if it does or apparently doesn’t? 

Enneagram A helpful guide to self-understanding in the Christian 
life. 

Vicarage at home — a confirmation reunion and discussion even- 
ing for adult members of the choir. 

Why be a Christian? a discussion over cheese and wine. 

A Youth Fellowship lunch party. 

Mothers and Others coffee morning. 

Christ in Quiet — prayer and contemplation against a background 
of Taize music. 

This is a new occasional series of in-depth studies of parish pro- 
jects relating to The Decade of Evangelism. If you are doing 
something interesting in your parish, please tell us about it — but 
briefly in the first instance! 


mgt, ; $ m * - , ' - ' ■ & 

About the Lee Abbey Team 


LEE ABBEY was founded in 
1945 as a Christian community. 
Though Anglican in foundation, 
it includes all denominations and 
people from all over the world. 
Members join the Community 
for varying periods of service, 
sharing a common life of 
workship, prayer and work 
together. In addition, Lee Abbey 
welcomes visitors individually 
or in groups for a full pro- 
gramme of residential courses 
and holidays. 

Cumnor Parish was delighted 
with the Lee Abbey visitors. 


Some people were a little ap- 
prehensive that the team might 
be too “aggressive” in presen- 
ting the Gospel. Instead, they 
found to their relief that they 
were “very sensitive to our 
needs, yet challenging”. 

Lee Abbey is willing to send 
out teams to parishes wanting to 
organise a similar event. 
However, as it is much in de- 
mand 12 months notice is need- 
ed for more details contact: The 
Chaplain/Evangelist, The Revd 
Geoffrey Willis, Lee Abbey, 
Lynton, North Devon EX35 
6JJ. Tel: 0598 52621. 


The Vicar, the Revd Douglas Durand, and his wife (right 
and left of group) with members of the Lee Abbey team in 
front of St Michael’s Church. 



THE “NO FUSS” WAY TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR HALL 



The dream staircase you’ve always wanted is just a 
phone-call away. Because now you can have your old 
banisters replaced by beautiful timber balustrading, without 
the need for any structural changes. 

Reliable craftsmen will fit genuine Richard Burbidge 
Stairparts for you, with the minimum of fuss and mess. 

Bring timeless, traditional style to your hallway and add 
value to your home. 

Simply call us for a free quotation today. 

For advice and quotation telephone 
Nick Bridges and Company 
High Wycombe 
0494 881905 

RICHARD BURBIDGE APPROVED INSTALLER 


^Richard 

Burbidge 

Homefit 


KINET0N 
GALLERY 

Specialist in material, equipment and 
advice for spinners, weavers, knitters, 
embroiderers and lacemakers. 

A wide range of exclusive gifts, books 
and handicrafts for all ages. 

App/etons , Anchor, D.M.C. and Pattern 
embroidery yarns. Rowan yarns and 
Kaff/e Fassett Designs, Patons, 
and Jaeger yarns also stocked. 

Easy parking and friendly service 
Send SAE for Spinning and Weaving Price List 

EMBROIDERY CATALOGUE £2 

(refundable on first purchase) 

BANBURY STREET, KINETON 
WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OIS 

Telephone: 

(0926)641230 

Mrs Syliva M. James l 




/ 
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OUR ARMY FIGHTS ON 
JHE HOME FRONT 



The war may be over but the struggle is 
still on - against enemies like poverty, 
homelessness, loneliness, grief at 
the loss of a loved one, family 
pressures, despair... 

For over 100 years 
Church Army has 
trained men and women 
in social and welfare 
skills, equipping 
them to work at 
street level with 
people whose needs 
often go unnoticed. 

They’re a caring, 
supportive, Christian 
army but they 
need ammunition 
- the financial 
kind. 

Will you help? 

" — I 



Yes, I would like to help Church Army in its work: 

□ I enclose a donation of £5, £10, other 

□ Please send me more information about Church Army 

□ Please send me details of Church Army’s \ "j" / 


Name: 

\ 1 

Address: 

Cfe A jA : 

Vhwr 1 

Church Army, Independents Road, Blackheath, ^ 

| London SE3 9LG. Tel: 081 318 1226 Reg. charity no. 226226 TD5/91 j 

^iewPoint 

Designs 

4 WILLESLEY CLOSE. 
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH, 
LEICESTERSHIRE. LE6 5QB 
Telephone: 0530 560007 


Exclusive high-quality 

PICTURE POSTCARDS 

produced from your own photographs 

CHURCHES - VICARAGES - VILLAGE SCENES 

Economic quantities - Various formats 

CONTACT US NOW FOR FURTHER DETAILS 


HALL 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit, and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET , OXFORD 0X1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 


Cherwell Valley Cruises 

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR PRIVATE PARTY 
ABOARD THE NARROW BOAT ' 

BUSCOT 



WE CATER FOR CLUB OUTINGS, 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES, 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES OR 
ANY CELEBRATION YOU 
CARE TO INVENT, 

OR WHY NOT TREAT YOUR 
CUSTOMERS OR STAFF 
TO A PRIVATE PARTY. 

> Telephone : Tackley (086983) 508 
or 509 (Answerphone) 



Now it’s Wright turn only! 


ONE of the glories of being a 
parish priest is the sheer varie- 
ty of it. I have, on one occasion, 
even dug a grave! The Revd 
Robert Wright, Vicar of St Peter 
and St Paul, Wantage, writes to 
tell us that the two other 
clergy on his staff, Barry Smart 
and Andrew Bunch are both 
leaving. .. with the effect that his 
parish will be bereft of the 
‘wright smart bunch’. 

Years ago, I seem to 
remember, the Peculiar of 
Hawarden (so called because 
William Ewart had granted his 
local vicar extraordinary 
powers, including the right to 
rant his own marriage licences) 
ad two assistant curates called 
Mr Cain and Mr Abel. They 
were selected, I imagine, 
because they would make a 
lethal combination. (It’s worth 
recording that he was also 
‘peculiar’ in several other 
ways.) 

Piano 

marathon 

Equally positive are the ef- 
forts of die Revd Richard 
Holroyd, of Holy Trinity 
Church, Wolverton. It started 
years ago when he walked past 
an empty shop in London — 
empty, that is, apart from a 
young man playing a piano. 
People were pushing money 
through the letterbox in aid of 
his ‘good cause*. So was bom 
the notion of the ‘pianathon*. 

But in Richard’s case, it 
became to some degree a social 
event. During his sponsored 
twenty-four hour pianathon at 
Holy Trinity on March 2 in aid 
of the church itself and of the 
Cornerstone Young People’s 
Accomodation Project, at times 
people played duets with him or 
sang. The pianathon raised 
£ 1 , 200 . 

A barrel organ, rather than a 
piano, might be more ap- 
propriate to accompany the 
Revd Cyril Rogers’ unusual 
fund-raising venture. With other 
members of the Langtree Team 
Churches he is organising a se- 
cond Steam Rally and Fayre on 
June 8 and 9 at Woodcote. Last 
year, £5000 was raised in the 
same way and divided between 
the three churches concerned. 
This year, not only the churches 
but die Children’s Society, a 
local community project and a 
proposed charitable fund for 
youth work will benefit. The vi- 


sion is not a new one, however: 
God is concrete, God of 
steel, God of piston and of 
wheel, God of pylon, God of 
steam, God of girder and of 
beam... 

Well said 

The children of the Church, 
too, are a source of some enter- 


tainment. A bishop under whom 
I served was well known for his 
indecisiveness. On his retire- 
ment, a little girl went home to 
announce that a collection was 
being made for him. “Why are 
we collecting money for the 
bishop?” her mother asked. 
“To give him a bit of momen- 
tum,” came the reply. Of ex- 
cruciating theological subdety is 
the child’s comment in the May 
issue of the Hughenden parish 


magazine, that “on the day of 
Pentecost the disciples were all 
filled with the holy spurt”. St 
Luke could not have put it 
better. 

More ominous is the account 
in the Hambleden Valley Group 
magazine of doings in Holy 
Week. Susan Mountford, aged 
9, reports that “the Holy Week 


Club in Frieth was really good 
fun. My favourite was 
parachutes. We practised four 
plays and did them for the 
parents on Good Friday. Unfor- 
tunately, on the last day, God 
didn’t turn up, but a boy in the 
audience filled in. He was quite 
good, so it was alright in the 
end.” 

What an eschatology! The 
idea that God might not turn up 
on the Last Day is, to say the 


least, disturbing. And will He 
really be supplanted by a ‘boy 
from the audience’? Pirandello 
must be rotating in his grave at 
the missed opportunity. 

Churchyard 

life 

At one time, my study was 
known as ‘the quick and the 
dead’ because it had two win- 
dows, one onto the main road, 
the other onto the churchyard. 
But nowadays, people are also 
concerned with the ‘quick’ 
within our churchyards. The 
Friends of Holywell Cemetery, 
Oxford, are holding an Open 
Day on July 20 in conjunction 
with BBONT and the Oxford 
Urban Wildlife Group, with the 
aim of keeping the place tidy 
whilst also preserving the great 
variety of wildlife which took up 
residence in the days when the 
cemetery was not so well 
managed. 

The cemetery is also one of 
the little known areas of Oxford 
described in a new book. 
Discovering Oxford’s Green 
Places by Susan Antrobus and 
Janet Keene (Thematic trails, 
£1.80). 

Good sport 

The living, though, are much 
more interesting than the dead. 
Gladys Ainsley, who worships 
at St Michael’s Church, Wolver- 
cote, came up to St Hilda’s in 
1910 to read Classics. Among 
other things, she distinguished 
herself as stroke in the first 
women’s College Eight, and she 
continues to make pertinent 
comments on the technique of 
crews on the river. She also sup- 
ports Christian Aid, makes jam, 
marmalade and lavender bags 
for the church bazaar. And this 
year, she has reached her hun- 
dreth birthday! 

Richard Hughes 
The Revd Richard Hughes is 
Rector of Whitechurch-upon- 
Thames. 


Anyone 
for tea? 

Will your church be providing 
teas for visitors during the sum- 
mer on a regular basis even if 
this is only one day a week? If 
so please let The DOOR have 
details, including opening times, 
as soon as possible. We hope to 
include our own Church tea 
guide in the July issue. 



s time went by 



Photo Courtesy of Herald end Post Newspapers. 


Still smiling and still playing. The Revd Richard Holroyds 
‘pianathon’ raised £1,200 for The Cornerstone project in 
Milton Keynes. 


CENTRAL 6 . MOBILITY 


SPECIALISTS 
IN NEARLY 
NEW 

ELECTRIC 

WHEELCHAIRS 

SCOOTERS 

AND 

BATRICARS 



BOUGHT 
AND SOLD 
THROUGHOUT 
THE 
COUNTRY 

FULLY 

GUARANTEED 


For a fast and efficient service with affordable prices 


contact us today for further information and advice 


021-366 6796 
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YOUNG DOOR 


Springboard 
to shared 
faith 

ON Friday April 5, at Green 
Park near Aylesbury, 26 young 
people from all over the Diocese 
were gathering for the 7th Ox- 
ford Diocesan Youth Assembly, 
‘Springboard 1991*. After 
months of planning, the 
weekend was finally happening. 

What does Springboard offer 
to the people who came? 
Primarily, it is a chance for them 
to meet other young Christians 
and share their concerns and 
ideas. Many people find it an 
opportunity to take time out 
from everyday life and have 
some space to explore their 
faith, new friends are made, and 
a good time is had by all. 

We had chosen to use ‘moral 
issues’ as a theme for the 
weekend. This we explored in 
small discussion groups, each 
group chosing which issues they 
felt were relevant to them. 

Groups tackled subjects as 
varied as homelessness, 
euthanasia, relationships, drink 
and voilence. this made it dif- 
ficult for the group leaders, and 
I’d like to thank Penny Taylor, 
Heather Thom, Keith Lamdin 
and Miranda Salmon for all their 
hard work which made the 
groups so successful. The at- 
mosphere of trust and openness 
in the groups enabled us to ex- 
plore our own feelings and 
benefit from the experience of 
o tU ers. 

fo help us discuss these moral 
issues, Anne Borrowdale, the 
Diocesan Social Responsibility 
Adviser, came to talk to us about 
how we make moral decisions, 
her ideas gave us a framework 
within which to base our discus- 
sion, and also will be most 
helpful when making any deci- 
sion in future. 

Throughout the weekend, 
there were chances to worship 
together, reminding us that we 
are not alone in our Christian 
journey. For some, a highlight 
of the weekend was the Taize 
style worship, which using the 
music of Taize allowed us to 
reflect and meditate. Th 
weekend was brought to a close 
with the Eucharist, which in- 
volved each group, sharing what 
they had learned, through 
drama, readings and in- 
tercessions. 

The weekend seemed to be a 
good, positive experience for all 
who attended,, the only major 
complaint being that it was not 
long enough! Many thanks to 
peter Ball, our Diocesan Youth 
Adviser, and Andrew Milton, 
both of whom put in a tremen- 
dous amount of time ad effort to 
make the weekend such a 
success. 

Theresa Hutchings 
Chairman of the Springboard 
Planning Committee 


At the Children's Gift Day 



The value of teamwork 


I DON’T know whether you 
managed to go along to the 
Children’s Gift Day at Dor- 
chester on Saturday May 4. All 
sorts of things were going on — 
collages, clowns, structures us- 
ing rolled newspaper tubes, 
kites, masks, enamel badge- 
making, banners, dance, 
parachute games, mobiles and 
music. 

The service in the afternoon 
was attended by Bishop Richard, 
who used tennis balls and a 
doorstop ‘snake’ in his talk! 

Of course, all this wouldn’t 
have happened if it hadn’t been 


for team work — lots of people 
working with each other — all 
using or discovering those 
talents that God has given us 
(are you still finding new 
talents? Do you remember I 
talked about talents in The 
DOOR last September? We 
might not think what we can do 
is very good, but everyone can 
offer things they are good at, 
and they are all important. They 
help God’s Kingdom grow. 

Saint Paul had something to 
say about this: 1 Corinthians 12: 
12-20. To explain in everyday 
language, each part of our body 


can work separately, but for our 
body to work properly it needs 
all the separate parts working 
together. 

It’s the same with all of us. If 
we all do our best and use our 
talents, then all of us Christians 
put together make up a body of 
people which works for God, 
and more people learn about His 
love. ... And thinking back to 
last month — all this can hap- 
pen by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. So, if you stay connected 
to the power and the body, who 
knows what could happen. 

Roger Fray 



Photos by Frank Blackwell 


Diocesan Children’s Officer, Roger Fray, and friends. 



Who says they don’t know what to do with their old newspapers? 


Hoo, one of the Holy Fools, puts the finishing touches, 


SCHOOLS NOTICE BOARD 


Primary counter offensive reaps rich reward 


THE children of Fringford C of E Aid- 
ed School are showing the kind of 
enterprise that set Messrs Marks and 
Spencer on the road to fame and for- 
tune. And they have even won a special 
award. 

While doing a project on ‘Changes in 
the Village’, they became concerned 
about the large number of senior 
citizens and mothers of young children 
who had difficulties shopping in 
Bicester now that the village shop had 
closed. So the children decided that 
they would like to help, and in a class 
discussion opening a shop was sug- 
gested. “When they first voiced the 
idea I didn’t think it would get off the 
ground, but I let them develop it as a 
problem-solving exercise,’’ said their 
headmistress, Mrs Shirley Armitage. 

The children designed a question- 
naire to find out what kind of shop was 


needed. The governors and parents 
gave their overwhelming support to the 
idea and the children made graphs to 
show the most requested items — which 
turned out to be flour, sugar, cat food 
and toilet rolls. 

The planning and running of the 
shop would be an essential part of the 
curriculum. The main aim was to en- 
courage the children to become involv- 
ed in the community while the junior 
children would get ‘hands on’ ex- 
perience in planning, bulk buying and 
even in working out VAT. Any profits 
would be used for the good of the 
school, with the children themselves 
taking decisions about how to use the 
money. 

A ‘change of use’ planning applica- 
tion had to be made and plans drawn 
up, and permission was given for a stall 


in the schoolhall to open twice a week 
(Mondays and Thursdays) from 
3-3.45pm. Forty-five parents offered to 
help the children with bulk-buying, the 
chairman of the Parish Council offered 
practical help transporting stock from 
the warehouse, and all the children in 
the school took part in a fund-raising 
programme including a sponsored 
spell, for the starter stock. 

By the end of the autumn term last 
year the shop was almost ready to open. 
The children compared supermarket 
prices, and set their profit margin. 
They practised adding bills and giving 
change, and they produced posters and 
leaflets. Then the infants wrote letters 
to all the senior citizens inviting them 
to the opening. 

So, on November 23 Fringford’s 
school shop was opened by Tony Baldry 


MP. By the end of term goods to the 
value of £231.46 had been sold, and the 
children are now planning how to im- 
prove the stock control, and in- 
vestigating how they can deliver 
shopping to older people during bad 
weather. 

But even that isn’t the end of the 
story, because the project has won a 
Quosh Community Awareness Award 
which was presented to the children at 
the Natural History Museum on May 
23. The rules of the competition limit 
prizewinners to the 8-11 age group, and 
only ten of the Fringford children can 
enjoy the prize of an adventure holiday 
in the Wye Valley. However, Mrs Ar- 
mitage says that Quosh have been 
“wonderful’’, and realising that this 
has been a team effort are sending a 
coach so that the whole school can go 
up to London for the award ceremony. 


LOSE THOSE TELL-TALE 
AGE LINES! 

9 

Now there is an alternative to bifocals 
— at no extra cost. 

Specsavers offers new 

VARIFOCAL lenses at 

£69.95 

Probably the best price anywhere. 

©"© Specsavers Opticians 

42 Northbrook Street, Newbury 
Telephone: (0635) 46105 
David Grieves FADO 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 




ST DEINIOL’S 
RESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY 

HAW ARDEN (near Chester) 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 

THE CELTIC HERITAGE 

Dr Miranda Green. Esther de Waal. Rt 
Revd Dr George Simms. Canon J. Wyn 
Evans 

22 June - 29 June 

Full Board. Lectures and Tour £225 

URBAN AND RURAL 
MINISTRY 

The theology and practice of ministry in 

urban and rural contexts 

29 June - 5 July 

Full Board and Lectures £170 

THE BIBLE: GOD’S WORD IN 
HIS WORLD TODAY 

Revd Dr John Muddiman, Professor 
John Rogerson, Professor Ronald 
Clements, Very Revd Stephen Smalley 
22 July - 2 August 

Full Board. Lectures and Tours £310. 
For bookings and further details, please 
write'to: 

The Booking Secretary 
St Deiniors Library, 

Hawarden, Clwyd CH5 3DF 
Tel: 0244 532350 



The Wimbledon 
Lawn Tennis 
Museum 

The All England Lawn Tennis Club 
Church Road, Wimbledon SW19 5AE 
Telephone: 081-946 6131 

★ New modem section opens at Easter. 

★ Fashion, trophies, replicas and memorabilia are on display 
representing the history of Lawn Tennis. 

★ Audio visual threatre shows Films of great matches. 

★ Observe the famous centre court from the museum. 

★ Attractive shop and plenty of car parking. 

Admission 

Adults £1.50. Children & OAPs 75p 
Students £1 (with student card) 

Groups (20+) 10% discount. Disabled visitors are welcome, please 
telephone in advance. 

Open throughout the year 

Tuesday to Saturday 1 lam to 5pm 

Sunday afternoon 2pm to 5pm 

Closed on Mondays, Public and Bank Holidays 
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NURSING HOMES 




RESIDENTIAL CARE 



A HOME FROM HOME 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 


For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN. SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


SOUTHMOOR HOUSE 
KINGSTON BAGPUIZE 
ABINGDON OXON 

This attractive Georgian House is a 
fully centrally heated Private Home 
for the elderly. 

It is set in its own grounds of 
almost two acres with lawns, 
flower beds and vegetable garden. 
Since the present proprietors. Dr. & 
Mrs Rundle took over 3% years 
ago, a complete refurbishment has 
been taking place. 
Accommodation comprises: 

17 bedrooms. Separate toilets and 
bathrooms lone with whirlpool 
bath). 

We have caring staff on duty 24hrs 
a day. 

For fuller deteils, please contact: 
Mrs Adnams (Matron) on: 

LONGWORTH 
(0865) 820225 



ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION 

COVERDALE COURT, YEOVIL 

Coverdale Court is based on a concept of gradually increasing 
care. 

It consists of 14 well-built homes, each with its own small 
private garden, informally arranged around two skilfully 
landscaped courts, near the centre of Yeovil but completely 
secluded. 

Residents enjoy complete independence and privacy; but they 
have the assurance of an alarm system, serviced from the 
adjoining nursing-home, which provides immediate warden 
cover day and night. “Meals on wheels” and laundry service 
are available as and when required. There is a communal guest 
suite which eases the burden of hospitality. 

The houses are of different size (from one to three bedrooms) 
and design, but they are all built to the same high quality. They 
are to be sold on a long lease of 125 years. 

Prospectuses are available. Inspection is invited. Please 
telephone in the first instance: Chris and Hilary Wharton, 
0935-72102. One of the first residents has kindly said that he 
will answer any informal queries in confidence; telephone: 
0935-77835. 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 


TICKFORD ABBEY 

Residential Home for the Elderly 



Tickford Abbey provides permanent or temporary stays in a caring 
and happy atmosphere - located in the beautiful and peaceful 
grounds yet within easy access of the town centre amenities. 
Owned Dy the W.R.V.S., the home is managed by a voluntary 
committee on a non-profit making basis. Fees are very reasonable 
and D.S.S. support is available. 

★ 24 Hour Care 

★ Full Fire Precautions 

★ Care Call System 

★ Newly Refurbished to Include Washing Facilities in all Rooms 

★ Lift Installation 

Visitors welcome at all times 

For further details contact: MRS A froST, WARDEN 

TICKFORD ABBEY, PRIORY STREET 
NEWPORT PAGNELL, BUCKS MK16 9AJ 
TELEPHONE (0908) 611121 


THE 

Jems 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 

• Warm homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Caring, Supportive professional staff 

• Short and Long stay. • Easily accessible garden 

• Living room with open fireplace • Latest modem aids 

• Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EH. Tel: (0734) 832863 




< VenHam 

'^'MaiWr Nursing Home 


) 


Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available, with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact : 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, Q1DN 
Halings Lane, Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


CHURCH FARMHOUSE 
HOLTON, OXFORD 


Residential Care 

ONE LARGE SINGLE ROOM AVAILABLE 



10 luxurious bed/sitting rooms, all ensuite facilities with TV & 
personal telephone points. Lift. Nurse call system. Home 
cooking. 

A beautiful country house midway Thame/Oxford tastefully 
converted but totally unspoiled, set in 14 acres in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty. 

Personally run by the proprietors, experienced in elderly care. 
Enquiries for long or short stay welcomed. 

For full details contact Mrs Margaret Shergold SRN 08677 2605 


* 

i£angj0t0n Jlruirg 

KINGHAM, OXON 

Registered Residential and Nursing Home 



Attractive single rooms, some ensuite and double rooms for married 
couples. 

★ QUALIFIED STAFF ★ 24-HOUR CARE 
Only 25 minutes by rail to Oxford. 

Proprietor: Mrs E. H. Burden SRN, SCM. Mr R. L. Burden, Bsc(Hons) 

TELEPHONE: KINGHAM (0608) 658233 


The Coombe House Registered Retirement Home 

Country House in beautiful surroundings 
Privacy and independence with caring support 
Good home cooking, garden flats or single rooms, 
some en-suite. 

Contact Mrs Marion Windebank srn 
Streatley-on-Thames, Nr Reading. 

Tel Goring (0491) 872174 


EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?" as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to si ps, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

(Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


A new concept in care for the elderly 

Beautiful 16th Century manor House designed specifically 
for those seeking choice, independence and long-term 
security during retirement. Fully registered care facilities in- 
cluding 24 hour nursing care in tranquil riverside setting. 
Congenial relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library, licenced- 
bar. Apartments for couples, all accommodation en suite. 
Superb leisure facilities; music, drama, the arts, bridge, 
fishing, croquet etc. 

Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, con- 
valescent and post operative care. 

Weekly fees for Residential Care from £395/wk, Nursing Care 
from £495/wk. 



For further details please contact Richard Branch, The Old 
Prebendal House, Shipston-under-Wychwood, Oxford OX7 
6BQ. Tel: (0993) 831888. 
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WINDOW 

CLEANINQ 

SERVICE 



Domestic and 
contract work undertaken. 
Free estimates and advice. 
For further details phone: 

(OXFORD) 

0865 880934 or 

(WOODSTOCK) 

Answerphone 

- 0993 813305 

after 5.30pm 


NEWS from WEBBS 


Transform those boring drainpipes into a riot 
of colour with our simple to fitFLOWER POT 
HOLDER 

• NO TOOLS NEEDED 

• SIMPLE TO FIT *- 

• TAKES 6* OR 7" POTS 

• NO DRILLING OR SCREWS 
Available (or alt com 
sized ROUND & SQUARE 


£2.95 each POST FREE 
Square Drainage model 
£3.95 each POST FREE 
Cheque/Access Webbs Oist., 
Unit 2. RIO 15 Station Road. 
Knebworth. Stevenage. Nam. 
Tel: 0438 814620 (24 Hrsl 



ROOFING PROBLEMS 

We can solve them with our new 
rubberized product. Can be 
applied on pitched or flat roofs 
under guarantee. Can also apply 
direct to tiles and felt. Free 
quotation throughout country. 

Phone: Coventry (0203) 685919 


IMPERIAL WINDOWS 

0276 79098 

UP VC WINDOWS & DOORS 


ONLY £133 + VAT* 
ONLY £266 + VAT* 
ONLY £399 + VAT* 
ONLY £530 + VAT* 
ONLY £665 + VAT* 
ONLY £795 + VAT* 
ETC ETC . 

All Windows With 

BS6375 

BS2782 BS 

BS5386 = British 

BS6375 Standard 

* Approx Prices 


1 UPVC Window 

2 UPVC Windows 

3 UPVC Windows 

4 UPVC Windows 

5 UPVC Windows 

6 UPVC Windows 
ETC 

Locking Handles 
Double Glazed 
FREE SURVEY 
10 YEARS 
UNCONDITIONAL 
GUARANTEE 
FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 




< 


I 


W. 0. BRIND 

anna fusifkmioi systems 

Bottle quality water, pure water 
on tap, 24 hours a day, not just 
for drinking, but cooking too. 

Why not try it, taste the 
difference, you'll be amazed. 
For the taste of tomorrow, today. 

Call for your free demonstration 


\ 


) 


. ( 0635 ) 69418 f 

o«"C/ f 



s. 



READING 

FENCING 

COMPANY 


Supply and erect all forms of garden fencing, eg 
panels, close-board and chainlink. 

Also gates made to measure and fitted by quali- 
ty craftsmen. Quality and reliability with an 
established family run company. 


Phone now 
for your 
free estimate. 


READING 
(0734) 452581 



es an 


d Cyanic 



ROD BOSWEU 

All types of property 
maintenance 
undertaken. 

Specialists in Old & 
Period Properties. 

Established company 
Reasonable rates 

Tel: (0869) 232682 


S. M. WALKER 

CARPENTER 
AND JOINER 

All types of work 
undertaken, doors, 
windows etc. 
No job too small! 

Telephone: 

Aylesbury 

(0298) 39S618 


A. D. I. SMITH 

★ Furniture Repairs 

★ Repolishing, 

Collection and 
Delivery Service 

★ Doors stripped and re-polished 

★ Kitchen doors re-polished 

Unit 54F Princes Estate, Summerleys Road, 
Princes Risborough, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP17 9PX 
Tel: (0844) 274412 (08444) 3233 




S^bingdon c Bathrooms 

2/ 4 Marcham Road, Abingdon 0X14 1 AA. 
Telephone (0235) 554773 

A complete bathroom service 

FULL INSTALLATION 
AND DESIGN SERVICE 

also 

DIY& TRADE SALES 


EYNSHAM 

PARK 

SAWMILL 

D. T. & R. F. THORNE 

For all your fencing 
and timber requirements. 
Oak and soft wood cut 
to specification. 
Firewood too! 

Cookoo Lane, 
North Leigh, 
Witney, Oxon 

0993 881391 


D&R 

UPHOLSTERY 

RE-UPHOLSTERY OF 
MODERN AND ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE 

Also new Chesterfield 
Suites and Carpets. 
Contract upholstery also 
undertaken and a 2 year 
gurantee on all labour and 
materials. 

For a free estimate 
Telephone Penn 
(049481) 3002 or High 
Wycombe (0494) 882083 


mm mi 

Painting & Decorating Contractors 

PRIVATE HOMES to MAJOR CONTRACTS 
Artexing, coving, glazing, wall coverings 

For the very best in decorating telephone: 
(0734) 584846 (24 hours) or (0734) 441723 




SUPPLIERS OF: 

Bathroom items such as Electric 
Showers, Shower Screens, Bathroom Accessories, 

Tiles, Taps, Vanity Units and Bowls. 

COME AND VISIT US AT OUR SHOWROOMS , 
AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS OR 
TELEPHONE (0235) 554773 



GEOFF HITCHEN 

Plumbing and Heating , p - 

Registered Corgi installer 
Free Quotes — All Work Guaranteed 

102 The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford. 
Telephone: Oxford 735559 




B&S ROOFING 

Telephone: (0734) 567289 

THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 
The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972 

Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes — • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10-year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 

These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 

NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 




Hey, wh*t * jrent 

irirewny yeu'ft jet. 

Mutt hsre eeft yen « 
fortune? 


Ne, it iiin't! It'f fane 
with « new freteff form 

APPROACHWAYS 
Tel. (0202) 762020 

or cut out coupon 


» 


THE SECRET 

: We lay it in one place (in your choice of 
colour) and then imprint the pattern • 

I again the choice is yours - cobblestone, 
bricks, basketware, etc. 

THE RESULT 

i Paving which is quick, inexpensive, and 
a beauty to behold. 

NO-ONE KNOWS THE DIFFERENCE 
BUT YOU! 

And you'll know it when you see how 
long it lasts, with 

NEVER A WEED GROWING 
BECAUSE THERE ARE NO CRACKS 

Moreover, dirt washes off easily 

P/ease cut out, sand or telephone 


I TO: 
I 


APPROACHWAYS 


NAME 


I Alright, I'm intrigued, but I'd like to have many more details, ADDRESS 
I prices, etc. 

' Send to: APPROACHWAYS, DEPT DR, 

I GILD HOUSE, 64 NORWICH AVENUE WEST, 

I BOURNEMOUTH, DORSET. 

I 


TEL 


1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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BAPTISM CANDLES 
AND HOLDERS 

from only 66p each 

New style £13.20 for 20 

Original style £15.40 for 20 

De luxe - £16.50 for 12 

Available direct or 
from bookshops 


belita 


Grove House 
Wade House Road 
Shelf 
Halifax 
HX3 7PF 

Tel: 0244 316144 


ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE LTD 

Private Family Business 
Daimler Fleet 
Chapel of Rest 
24-Hour Attendance 


911 London Road 
Loudwater 
High Wycombe 

Tel: (0494) 472572 


HORSE TRAILER WANTED 
PLEASE. White knight purchaser to 
replace young competitors trailer lost in 
fire. Two door, 16-17 hands. Tel: 0494 
23978. 


SITUATION WANTED 

Christian Technical/Production Direc- 
tor, manufacturing and service industry 
background seeks appointment as MD 
of small to medium size company. 

Barry Richardson 
12 Stable Lane, Seer Green 
Bucks HP9 2YT. Tel: 0494 673407 


ROBIN J 
WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work, 
Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 
available. 

TEL: *BATH 339484 


DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. CON- 
SERVATOR and FERRAMENTA 
specialist. Tel: 0494 23978. Somerset 
House, 145 London Rd, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP II 1BT. 


DUKKO TRANSLATIONS 

has experience in translating historical texts into 
DUTCH, FRENCH, GERMAN. 

So any church in the U.K. that has some kind 
of history being of interest to visitors are kindly 
requested to write or phone for information. 

DUKRO TRANSLATIONS. 

5B Station Parade, 

Kenton Lane, Harrow, Middx HA3 8SB. 
Tel/Fax: 081-907 0492. 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

* FITTING SERVICE 
* MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 



CASH PAID FOR 
BRIC-A-BRAC 

China, Oddments, Kitchen 
equipment, small 
household items. 

Tel: Kidlington 

(08675) 77356 


VISCOUNT ORGAN 

DOMUS 60 

Full pedal board, Bench 
seat. Suit home or church. 

£ 1,200 

Tel: 081-866 6904 


MICHAEL GREGORY ^ 
Architect 
4 The Manor House 
Brill, Aylesbury, Bucks, 
HP18 9RS 
Tel. 0844-237327 


ink sketches of your house or church for 
framing , letterheads & Christmas cards 
posters, logos & other design work . 



JUDITH HENSON 
B.MUS (Hons), Dip. 
R.C,M 

Professional Accompanist 
and Repetiteur Available 
for exams, auditions, 

cnnrprtc 

Telephone: 0753-642619 


SUPPLIERS OF 
HANDICRAFT MATERIALS 

We sell good quality materials at 
reasonable prices so that you can 
make things of value for yourself and 
others economically. 

Send 2 1st -class stamps for brochure. 
FRED ALDOUS LTD. PO Box 135, 37 
Lever St, Manchester M60 1UX. 
Tel: 061-236 2477 


CUT YOUR 
HEATING BILL 
by 50%* 

WITH A KIDD BOILER 

Any size from small parish church up to the largest cathedral. 
OIL or GAS 

The most cost-efficient central heating boilers in the world. 
Far less pollution too. 



Write for full particulars: 

ARCHIE KIDD (THERMAL) LTD 
Seend, Melksham, Wilts SN12 6NX 
Telephone: (0380) 828123. 


Name: . 
Address: 


Postcode: 


OIL □ GAS □ (please tick) 
Present load if known 

♦AVERAGE BTU/HR 


Getting aid to the people 



AS tax-payers, Christians, or 
occasional donors to events like 
Comic Relief, most people con- 
tribute to the aid effort. What 
does it all achieve? In his new 
book When Aid is No Help — 
How projects fail and how they 
could succeed (Intermediate 
Technology Publications, 
£8.95), John Madeley’s stark 
message is that far too few aid 
projects really succeed in help- 
ing the poorest. To back up this 
assertion, he and a number of 
other authors provide con- 
siderable case study material, 
both from Asia and Africa. 

This is an excellent and clear- 
ly written book for anyone with 
a general interest in the pro- 
blems of world poverty and how 
they can be alleviated. A minor 
criticism is that the book could 
pay more attention to the 
unstable political context in 
which many projects have to 
operate: in the war-tom coun- 
tries of Africa, the Middle East, 
and Asia it is almost impossible 
to implement projects even of 
the type criticised by John 
Madeley, and his co-authors. 

The dilemma is that some 
kind of secure government is 


needed before even the crudest 
of aid projects are likely to have 
any long term effects. Should 
aid donors work through and try 
to strengthen government struc- 
tures even when these structures 
are unable or unwilling to assist 
the poorest people? Or should 
they try to work through alter- 
native structures, like local 


voluntary agencies? 

Close monitoring of aid pro- 
jects is often highly desirable, 
but it may be difficult for donor 
agencies to sustain their 
monitoring efforts for long 
enough to ensure that poor peo- 
ple really benefit from the pro- 
ject concerned. 

Hugh Goyder 


Hugh Goyder worked for Oxfam 
for 14 years, including seven 
years overseas in India and 
Ethiopia. He is now a Pro- 
gramme Director with the Inter- 
national Development Centre at 
Queen Elizabeth House, Oxford 
University, and lives in 
Charlbury. 


Church magazines prize 


THE Church magazine/newsletter is a critical ele- 
ment of a church’s communication with its con- 
gregation and the wider community. Yet how 
often is it used to full advantage? To promote ef- 
fective use of this medium the Christian Initiative 
Trust is launching the Church Magazine of the 
Year Award with major prizes of personal com- 
puters for the winning entries. 

The object of the competition is to give an in- 
centive to churches to improve the quality of their 
publications. They can become a more effective 
way to strengthen the church community, and to 
promote that community’s existence and message 
to a wider audience. Particularly in this Decade 
of Evangelism, the Oxford-based Christian In- 
itiative trust, an organisation which exists to pro- 
vide funding and support for people and projects 
working to address needs in the Christian and 
wider community, recognises the importance of 
this activity. 

The judges will consider entries in terms of 
how clearly they identify their audience, and how 
imaginatively and informatively they address 
them. They will take into account the budget 
available — it will not necessarily be the glossiest 
publication that will win. The two first prizes will 
be personal computers donated by ICL for the 


best church magazine, and a personal computer 
donated by Exol Business Machines Ltd for the 
best newsletter. There will also be commenda- 
tions for specific categories including best devo- 
tional piece, best design, best low-cost magazine 
and best approach to community outreach. 

Judges will include Alec Reed, Chairman of 
Reed Executive and trustee of Christian Initiative 
Trust, Reg Evans, Associate Editor of the Press 
Association, John Martin editor of the Church 
of England Newspaper, and the Revd Richard 
Thomas Diocesan Communications Officer. 
Prizes will be awarded by the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries, Bishop of Oxford. 

Application form and a copy of the rules can 
be obtained by sending an A5 sae to the 
Secretary, Christian Initiative Trust, 103 High 
Street, Oxford OX1 4BW. The closing date for 
the competition is July 12. 

Change of address 

IN the November 1990 DOOR we described The 
Bible Reading Fellowship’s daily Bible Reading 
Notes. They ask us to point out that we gave their 
old address. The correct one is: Ground Floor, 
Warwick House, 25 Buckingham Palace Road, 
London SW1W 0PP. 


Watching the Ascension at Grendon 


LAST year, Paul Alexander visited Gren- 
don Prison to help organise workshops and 
rehearsals for a Christmas carol service and 
play. Around 200 people, including 100 in- 
mates, squeezed into the prison gymnasium 
to watch a performance of The Doubting 
Shepherd, and to experience the true mean- 
ing of Christmas. 

It was suggested to the prison governor 
that Mr Alexander be invited back to help 
the inmates put together a Passion play for 
the Easter season. So at the beginning of 
April this year, preparations began for a 
play to celebrate the Ascension of Christ. 
During three long- weekend workshops, 
Paul and a dozen inmates struggled with 
absences, work commitments, lack of stage 
use and a broken leg. Songs were written, 
and a rough script was slowly put together. 
However, because the writing was done 
“as they went” everyone was in the dark 
as to what the final result would be like. 
But all had enough faith to see the show 
through to the end, and with less than half 
the finished script written and only three 
weeks to go invitations were sent out to all 
the local parishes and local prison contacts. 

It was planned that the whole perfor- 
mance would focus on the appearance of 
Jesus to the disciples after the Resurrection, 
and the Ascension itself. Inmates acted 
through various scenes in the upper room, 
and improvised discussion that could have 
gone on there. Dave Newman, an inmate 


at Grendon for the last two years, sings a 
story about how Mary Magdalen came to 
tell the disciples that Jesus’ body had gone 
from the tomb, but the theme continues 
with the voice of Jesus coming out of a 
ghetto blaster and a song called ‘Turn me 
on, I’m a Radio’. It gives the message that 
Jesus is ‘everywhere’, while doubting 
Thomas tries to convince the other eleven 
disciples that it was the voice of Jesus. 

Eventually, the voice speaks to the 
Twelve, telling them to meet Jesus on the 
mountain, but as Frank Shaw breaks into 
the exciting solo that he also wrote. ‘Meet 
me on the Mountain’, the radio breaks 
down and the disciples are unsure which 
mountain they are supposed to go to. With 
‘Faith in their hearts’ (a song written by 
Steve Dixon), six of them leave the stage 
to begin their search for Jesus. Using ropes 
and gymn apparatus they travel all round 
the perimeter of the gymnasium until they 
reach their destination at the other side of 
the stage, where they meet up with their 
colleagues. As they look at their 12-foot 
map, Jesus appears to them out of thin air. 

Jesus invites them to eat with Him. As 
He breaks bread and passes wine around, 
the cast freezes and the audience see a 1991 
version of ‘The Last Supper’. Just as Jesus 
and the disciples are about to tuck into their 
feast, the whole gymnasium erupts as 200 
balloons burst to allow confetti, glitter and 
pieces of paper with messages to fall slowly 


onto the startled audience. To gasps of 
disappointment and disbelief from the 
twelve disciples, Jesus, disappears as 
miraculously as he came. 

After the cast had publicly thanked Paul 
Alexander, the actors left the stage to share 
refreshments and mingle with the audience. 
“Well, there was certainly a message there 
for those who wanted to receive it” said 
one smiling lady. “Were you all actors 
before you came in?” asked another. 

The congratulations and the excited 
positive feedback from the audience echoed 
round the gymnasium for well over half an 
hour. But 8pm soon came and it was time 
for the visitors to depart, and for the cast 
to return to the different wings of the 
prison. There they were locked up alone 
in their cells for the night to reflect on the 
evening’s performance and to offer up a 
prayer of thanks for making it ‘alright on 
the night’. 

Kevin Perren 


Kevin Perren is an inmate of D Wing at 
HMP Grendon near Aylesbury, a prison 
with a high proportion of ‘ lifers* . The 
prison is unusual in that prisoners choose 
to go there and because it is run on 
therapeutic lines, with a strict ‘no violence 9 
rule. There is a growing Christian com- 
munity amongst both inmates and staff. 


EROS DATA MATCH 

Personal Dating Service 

A Confidential and Discreet way to find 
your Ideal Partner 

EROS DATA MATCH 
PO BOX 126 
KIDLINGTON 
OXON 0X5 2ET 
0865 66679 


NEW DAY 






INTRODUCTIONS 

We exist to introduce you to that 
someone special, whether you are _ 
single, widowed, or divorced. 

We are offering you a Professional 
Introduction Service run by caring 
Christians, exclusively for Christians. 

WRITE FOR DETAILS ( ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E. ) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS (Dept TD) 
5. Vale Terrace, Waierfoot, Rossendale, 
Lancashire, BB4 9JQ 


FARMING THE FUTURE! 

A vital issue for us all is the treatment 
of the soil and farm animals. To enable 
you to see, compare and ask questions 
about the effect and problems of 
"organic" and "hi-tec" farming, visits 
are arranged as under: 

8 June: guided walk round a 1 20 acre 
traditional mixed "non- 
intensive" organic farm at 
White Waltham, Berks. 

6 July: guided walk on conservation 
issues on a "hi-tec" com- 
mercial farm at Berks College 
of Agriculture. 

Any interested please send SAE for full 
information/pre-booking to Applied 
Rural Alternatives, 10 Highfield Close, 
Wokingham. Berks., RG11 IDG 
(0734/783204). 


TOASTMASTER 



( 0734 ) 

62687 

Peter 

York 

RJ FGPT 


TOASTMASTER 

Banquests, Weddings, Private 
Functions etc 

7 Whitton Close, Lower Earley, 
Berkshire RG6 3UQ 


TERRY’S CROSS 

Home Jor retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and 
full board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of 
glorious garden, wonderful 
views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 
If interested please contact: 
Miss Warner 
0273 492821 


ALL SAINTS’ 

WOKINGHAM 

ASSISTANT ORGANIST 
and CHOIRMASTER required 

Strong choral tradition with large mixed RSCM choir (including holders 
of both St. Cecilia and St. Nicholas awards) singing three services 
each Sunday (ASB and BCP) and making annual cathedral residen- 
tial visit, as well as giving occasional concerts. 

Fine three manual Copeman Hart organ. 

Duties and remuneration by negotiation. 

Apply to the Director of Music, Huw Jenkins V 

37 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham. Berks RG11 2EA 
Telephone: 0734 792146 





The DOOR opens on 


Bloxham 


and the majesty 
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Glory 


Parish: Bloxham and Milcombe 
with South Newington. 
History: St Mary's Bloxham — 
One of the most beautiful chur- 
ches in the Diocese, with a 
magnificent 200- foot spire, 
remarkable stonework, frag- 
ments of wall paintings, fine 
Burne Jones windows and the 
ethereal Milcombe Chapel. The 
earliest mention of a church on 
the site is 1067 and two door- 
ways date from the 12C but the 
building is mainly 14-15C. Ma- 
jor 19th century restoration by 
G.E. Street, who also designed 
Bloxham School and was for 
many years Diocesan architect. 
Recent sensitive re-ordering is 
almost complete St Laurence, 
Milcombe— A small 13C church 
which was almost rebuilt by 
G.E. Street after it had become 
derelict. A 13C tower remains 
but the rest is mainly Victorian. 
St Peter ad Vincula, South New- 
ington — A friendly unspoiled 
late Norman church, whose 
medieval wall paintings are 
among the finest in the country. 
Clergy: The Revd Dr Edward 
Condry. 

Reader: Mrs Linda Shepherd. 
Churchwardens: Mr Alan 
Donaldson and Mr Mervyn 
Jones. 

Sunday Services: Bloxham 8am 
Holy Communion (Book of 
Common Prayer); 9.30am Sung 
Holy Communion (ASB Rite B); 
6pm Evensong. Milcombe 11am 
Holy Communion or Mattins; 
6pm Evensong second Sunday. 
South Newington Services vary 
but one each Sunday. 

Other services: 10am Wednes- 
day, Holy Communion at Blox- 
ham. Also monthly healing 
service. Mattins and Evensong 
are said daily at one or other of 
the three churches. 

Hymn Books: Hymns Ancient 
and Modem Revised; A Hundred 
Hymns for Today; More Hymns 
for Today. 

Choir: Mixed all age 25 strong 
choir sings at Bloxham at 
9.30am. Also small choir at 
Milcombe. 

Bells: Keen team at Bloxham led 
by tower captain Alan Griffin. 
Magazine: Helen Hicks edits a 
monthly magazine, including 
news of all three churches. 
Junior Church: Meets at Blox- 
ham during first part of 9.30am 
service before joining the con- 
gregation. Up to 40 children 
aged 3 to 15. 

Youth Club: “Alive, but not 
flourishing.” 

Other activities: Church 
members are involved in many 
aspects of village life including 
running a weekly lunch club for 
over 75’s. Amnesty International 
meets in the vicarage; annual 
barge holiday for teenagers from 
the church accompanied by the 
vicar and others; regular 
candlelight prayer vigils; flower 
festival; harvest festival and sup- 
per in church; rogation service 
at one of the village farms. Each 
Ascension day the primary 
school children climb the tower 
and have done since 1860. Large 
amounts of money raised 
“through good will, great 
energy and even prayer”. 


A SPIRE, they say, symbolises 
our prayers rising heavenwards. 
If that is the case then Bloxham 
must be blessed indeed — for the 
200-feet high steeple of St 
Mary’s is one of the tallest in the 
Diocese. Built like the village of 
reddish stone more typical of 
Northamptonshire, the thin spire 
rises so dramatically out of the 
centre of the village that it 
dominates everything, even the 
traffic winding below to join the 
new motorway at Banbury. 

Inside, the church also has a 
theatrical quality which can be 
overwhelming at first. The 15c ( 
Milcombe chapel, soon to be 



Edward Condry. 


turned into a separate chapel for 
prayer, is so grand with its cur- 
tain of clear glass windows, that 
it is more reminiscent of an Ox- 
ford college than a parish 
church. While the combination 
of soaring arches, intricate car- 
vings, glowing windows and an 
extraordinary monument of a 
bewigged figure reclining under 
an obelisk caused a certain J.H. 
Parker to describe the church as 
“one of the finest parochial 
edifices in the kingdom”. 

Enthusiasm 

To be vicar of such a 
distinguished ‘edifice’, cannot 
be easy. Apart from the 
sightseers there is the fund rais- 
ing; window restoration alone 
has cost £70,000. However, 
though the Revd Dr Edward 
Condry admits that he felt 
“rather dominated” by the spire 
on his first visit, he now seems 
far from weighed down by the 
responsibility of caring for his 
outstanding church. For him, 
the buildings are important 
mainly because they are part of 
a living church; “It’s a real 
pleasure to go across to the 
church to say my prayers in a 


magnificent parish church where 
people have worshipped for 
hundreds of years.” 

“Milcombe with a congrega- 
tion of only 15 has just raised 
£35,000 and the marvellous 
thing is that the whole village 
has become involved in suppor- 
ting their church,” he says. 

Distinguished 

Edward Condry himself is a 
rather dashing figure who bub- 
bles with enthusiasm for his 
ministry. With his energetic 
wife, Sarah, and four small 
children, he has clearly brought 
a breath of fresh air not just to 
the church but also to the com- 
munity as a whole, and they 
regard their ministry as a joint 
one. Until the birth of baby 
Jerome six months ago. Sarah 
ran the Junior church. She still 
helps to run the prayer group, 
administers Communion when 
help is needed and “probably 
does more talking and listening 
to people than I do,” Edward 
says' 

They both firmly believe in 
the “glory of the parish church” 
and the part it can play in the life 
of a community as a whole. The 
family keep open house, and the 
vicarage is the focal point for 
numerous village activities such 
as the local Amnesty Interna- 
tional group which meets 
regularly there. When Edward 
arranged for leaflets to be put 


through every door inviting peo- 
ple to bring money for Kurdish 
refugees to the vicarage, the 
three villages as a whole 
responded, and £2,000 was con- 
tributed in just two weeks. 
There are close links with Blox- 
ham ’s boys’ public school and 
also with its state secondary 


school, of which the vicar is a 
governor. “The people in the 
church really do try to love their 
neighbour,” Sarah says. • 

Church and village activities 
drew even closer when the 
vicarage moved from a modern 
house at the far end of the 
village to a converted bam next 
to the church. The original 
vicarage was sold seven years 
ago, and the new one proved 
quite unsuitable for “Christian 
Aid lunches for 90 people and 
70 youngsters performing 
Godspell”. So* when a local 
farmer offered a piece of land 
with some barns adjoining the 
churchyard to the Church it 
seemed the perfect place for the 
vicarage. The Condry s laugh 
about their “yuppie barn con- 
version” but are full of praise 
for Roger Harwood, the 
Diocesan Surveyor, and Ar- 
chdeacon Frank Weston for 
sharing their vision and agree- 
ing to the “radical changes”. 
The result is not only a home for 
the vicar and his family but one 
for the parish as well. 

But the vision did not stop 
with the vicarage. At a right 
angle to it is a range of medieval 
bams which are being restored 
and converted into a much need- 
ed church meeting room (see 
photo). Money has been raised 
by the church but the new 
premises will also be used by 
village groups like village local 
luncheon club for over 75-year 
olds. 

A fine chance 

A former churchwarden, Mrs 
Rosemary Watts, believes that 
buying and converting the bams 
was a chance that could not be 
missed. The bams should be in 
use by the end of the year she 


says. The appeal covered the 
structural and outside work, but 
finishing the inside is to be the 
responsibility of the church. So 
it will be all hands to the pump, 
one summer weekend when 
parishioners will move in to put 
the finishing touches. 

The enthusiasm is infectious. 


and one leaves Bloxham with a 
real feeling that church life there 
must be exhausting but also 
enormous fun. The congregation 
includes not only those who like 
97-year-old Mrs Dorothy Grif- 
fin have attended the church for 
years, but also many younger 
members like PCC Secretary 
Mrs Carolyn Elliott. A teacher 
and mother of three children, 
she tried other churches “but 
they never felt quite right”. Ed- 
ward and Sarah have a way of 
drawing you in” she says. “I 
really enjoy going to church 
here and it’s given me the con- 
fidence to explore my own 
faith.” 

The junior church, too, is go- 
ing from strength to strength. Its 
meetings are pitched at exactly 
the right level. They have cook- 
ed sausages and mash for the 
lucheon club. Teddy bears are 
baptised and on the day the 
miracle of the loaves and fishes 
was read in church, the children 
shared sardine and ketchup 
sandwiches. “I don’t like sar- 
dines” a small boy said. To 
which Sarah Condry replied 
quick as a flash: “That’s not 
what they said to Jesus.” 

Nor are the older children 
forgotten. Every year a post- 
Confirmation group is taken for 
a holiday on a sea-going sailing 
barge and Bloxham teenagers 
seem to find coming to church 
so enjoyable that some like 
15-year-old Nick Sorrells are 
“our best evangelists”. 

There is, of course, a danger 
that in the midst of so much ac- 
tivity the spiritual side will be 
neglected, but Edward Condry 
is constantly aware of that. He 
is delighted that the healing ser- 
vices and prayer vigils are quiet- 
ly growing and is as wary of 
‘petrol pump religion’ when 
people come just for a ‘quick 
fix’ only to go away again as he 
is of making church services too 


much like every day life. He has 
introduced changes such as the 
Peace gradually as people have 
felt able to accept them but drew 
the line at allowing his wife to 
bring a donkey into the church 
at Christmas as part of the junior 
church activities. “You have to 
keep a difficult balance between 
enjoyment and reverence so that 
people feel at home in church 
without it being homely.” 

The balance is just right. For 
this is a church which pushed 
back the pews for a launch of the 
Decade of Evangelism to which 
300 people came (60 were ex- 
pected) for a two-hour long ser- 
vice and supper, but holds 



Nick Forrells, “one of our 
best evangelists”. 


regular prayer vigils by 
candlelight. It is a church which 
invited four members of the con- 
gregation to preach during Lent 
but which is led very much from 
the front by its vicar. Perhaps 
the picture of the tall figure of 
Edward Condry striding down 
the aisle in full vestments at the 
end of Sung Eucharist holding 
the hand of his little son, Felix 
sums it all up. For this is a 
church which may have its spire 
in the clouds but has its feet 
planted in the community. 

Christine Zwart 



Barns are being restored to make a parish meeting room. 
All photos by Frank Blackwell. 


ST JOHN'S COLLEGE 
CHOIR 
CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys' voices for this world-famous Choir will be held on 

Saturday, 12 October 1991 

% 

at 

St John's College, at 9 a.m. 

Choristers are educated at St John's College School and are 
awarded Scholarships which are worth £4,500 a year. 
Candidates should not be younger than 7 years, nor be older than 
9Yi years, on the date of the trial. 

Please apply to 

The College Organist for particulars 


CLASSIC 

DESIGNER 

DRESSES 

★ Exclusively 
designed and 
made to measure 
for that special 
occasion 

★ Regatta, Ascot 
Day, Evening 
Ball and Bridal 
Gowns 

★ Also offering 
original sequined 
and beaded 
embroidery 
designs 

★ Full range of 
colours and 
fabrics 

★ All at 
below market 
prices 

Free personal 
and expert 
advice 

PHONE NINA 

0734-352335 


ALBATROSS 
O HOTEL 

96 Esplanade 
Weymouth, Dorset 
DT4 7AT 

Telephone: (0305) 785191 

The Albatross Hotel is situated on the 
Esplanade — the bar lounge facing 
the bay, with uninterrupted views. 

It is central for amusements, shops 
and gardens. Bus and railway stations 
are just fifty metres away. 

For new colour brochure write or 

phone: 

Malcolm and Jacky Durrant 

(0305) 785191 

SAE not required 
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Return of John 


THIS dramatic figure of St John the Baptist is on show in the 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Bampton before being hoisted 
to its final resting place 80 feet up on the south-west tower. It 
is the work of sculptor and stonemason John Green, of Ipswich, 
who completed the work in time for the Feast of the Birth of 
St John the Baptist on June 24. The statue replaces an original 
thirteenth century figure which was blown down in last year’s 
hurricane. “It is as exact a copy as possible,” explains Mr 
Green. “It’s not clear what the original St John is holding. So 
I gave him a lamb of God.” He is also repairing the original 
for future display in the Church. 

—NOTICES 

CHURCHES AND POVERTY is a day conference at St Augustine’s School, Ox- 
ford, 10. 15am-4pm. Speakers include Frank Field, MP, chair of the House of Com- 
mons Social Security Select Committee, Yvonne Fife, Benedict Biscop Project, 
Sunderland, and the Rt. Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford. Details: Dorothy 
Fox, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB, tel: 0865 244566. 
FREE to collector: 60 tubular stacking chairs. Sound but scruffy. Contact: Blewbury 
Players 0235 850245. 

YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO POLAND. The Focolare Movement invites young 
Anglicans to join its youth pilgrimage to Czestochowa from August 8 to 18. Includes 
a visit to the Focolare Ecumenical Village of Ottmaring, Bavaria and a day in Berlin. 
An Anglican Chaplain will accompany the group and spiritual preparation will be an 
important part of the journey. Conditions will be simple and stamina is essential. The 
Focolare Movement started in Italy in 1943 and its members live, as far as possible, 
according to the Gospel. Contact: Cathy Limebear, Focolare Centre for Unity, 69 
Parkwy, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL8 6GJ, 0707 332950. 

CREAM TEAS every Sunday, 3-6pm, throughout June and July at All Saints, Boyn 
Hill, Maidenhead. Learn more about this lovely Victorian Church too, by completing 
the quiz sheet as you look round. There will be a small prize at the end of the season. 
RESPECT IN PRISON is a conference in Lincoln on Thurs July 1 1-Sun 14. Chaired 
by The Ven Keith Pound, Chaplain General of Prisons, and His Honour Judge Stephen 
Tumin, Chief Inspector of Prisons. Details: The Bishop of Lincoln, Bishop’s House, 
Eastgate, Lincoln LN2 1QQ. 

FRIENDS OF MOUNT ATHOS is a new society to support the Holy Mountain, 
draw attention to the problems of the monastic communities and offer practical help 
where possible. Advice and newsletter for intending pilgrims. Membership £6 pa. 
Details: Dr Graham Speake, Ironstone Farmhouse, Milton, Banbury OX15 4HH. 
VOLUNTEERS needed to collect, store and transport books for Africa. Contact the 
Pastors Fellowship, 12 Ibex Close, Binley, Coventry CV3 2FB. 

Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 



S 



JUNE 

Fri 7 FINCHAMSTEAD. The Unicy- 
cle’ an evening of Christian Comedy 
with writer/performer Nick Mclver. 8pm 
Memorial Hall. £3 inc. hot supper from 
Ian Fox 0734 732262. 

Sat 8 WOKINGHAM. One World Study 
Day led by the Revd Christopher Hall. 
I0am-4pm at the Wokingham Teachers’ 
Centre. AM — Revd Bob Nind asks 
Transnational companies: “In debt to the 
poor?’’; PM — John Madeley on “Why 
the Third World is paying for the Gulf 
War.’’ Bring packed lunch, refreshments 
provided. Details: Peter Lillycrop 0734 
730740. 

Sat 8 CHOLSEY. ‘Prepare to Celebrate’ 
MWT Conference for church musicians 
and singers. St Mary’s Church, 10.30am. 
£10. Followed by an evening of praise 
and worship led by Stephen Ball (Com- 
munity of Celebration) and members of 
the MWT conference. 7.30pm St Mary’s 
Church. Details: 0491 652237. 

Sat 8 READING. St Barnabas Church 
Summer Fete & Decade of Evangelism 
Exhibition, with the Deanery Evangelist 
Enabler. 2pm. Details: 0734 873907. 
Sat 8 BURNHAM. The English 
Chamber Orchestra plays Handel, 
Warlock, Haydn & Bach. £10. Only 200 
tickets, so book early. Send sae to Mrs 
L. Ford, St Peter’s Cornerstone Office, 
Church St, Burnham. Cheques payable to 
PCC Burnham. Details: 0628 664712. 
Sat 8 BEEDON near Newbury. Bam 
dance at 7.30pm in the bam at Manor 
Farm. Tickets £5 including ploughman’s 
supper from College Farm, Beedon Hill, 
Newbury RG16 8SJ. Tel: 0635 248570. 
Sat 8-Sun 9 WOOTTON, near 
Woodstock. Flower Festival and Open 
Garden Weekend. Church open noon — 
7pm, gardens 2-7pm. Adults £2, children 
free. Exhibition of photographs and pain- 
tings of village life, refreshments, plants, 
stalls, raffle. Proceeds to St Mary’s 
Church. All welcome to the parish 
Eucharist at 10.15am on Sunday. 

Fri 7-Sun 9 IVER HEATH. Grand 
Summer Festival in the village hall and 
Flower Festival in St Margaret’s Church, 
Sat 10am-6pm and Sun 1 lam-4. 30pm. 
Sat 8-Sun 9 OXFORD. A celebration of 
the Christian Year with Flowers and 
Music. Sat 10am-5pm with short musical 
interludes and a choral concert at 6pm; 
Sun 11.30am-5pm ending with choral 
Evensong at 6pm. St Andrew’s Church, 
Old Headington. All welcome. Details: 
0865 63634. 

Sat 8-Sun 9 STOKE ROW, nr Nuffield 
Steam Rally & Fayre. Traction engines, 
vintage vehicles, stationary engines, side 
shows. Details: Revd Cyril Rogers, 0491 
680979. 

Mon-Tues 10, 11 OXFORD. Rolling in 
the Aisles by the Riding Lights Theatre 
company. St Matthews Church, 
Marlborough Road. Tickets £6 (1 free 
with every 10 booked) from St Aldates 
Church Bookshop, 94 St Aldates, Oxford 
0865 722970. By post please enclose sae, 
cheques payable to Riding Lights. 
Details: 0865 722970. 

Thurs 13 NEWTON LONGVILLE. St 
Faith’s Country Fayre includes crafts, 
flower festival, grand draw. 
10.30am-5pm. Bam Dance 8pm. Details: 
0908 647129. 

Fri 14-Sun 16 WINKFIELD. Annual 
celebration at St Mary’s. Fri. evening: 
Music for a Summer Evening with cham- 
pagne and strawberries at Foliejon Park, 
Winkfield. Sat: Flower Festival at St 
Mary’s and art exhibition at Popels Hall 
organised by the Windsor Art Group. 
Festival Evensong 6.30pm. 

Sat 15 OXFORD. St Barnabas Church 
Fete. From 2pm at St Barnabas School, 
Jericho, Oxford. Details: 0865 794045. 
Sat 15 OXFORD. A Quiet Afternoon 
with the Ecumencial Community, 1 1 
Norham Gardens, 2-5pm. Details; 0865 
54885. 

Sat 15 CUBLINGTON. Garden Fete 
2pm in the Old Rectory. For the parish 
church. 


WHAT'S ON 


Sat 15 WALLINGFORD. Carnival Day 
at St Mary’s with a Festival of Flowers 
and Music Theme, War and Peace. 
9.30am-5.30pm. 10-1 lam bellringing, 
1 lam-noon parish choir sing hymn re- 
quests, l-3pm demonstration of gold 
threadwork, 3. 45-4. 30pm concert by 
Corallian Singers, 4.45pm sung Even- 
song, For Friends of St Mary’s and St 
Leonard’s. Details: 0491 36153. 

Sat 15 BEEDON. St Nicholas Church 
Fete at 2.30pm in the Vicarage grounds. 
Sat 15 DEDWORTH, Windsor, Car 
Boot Sale at All Saints Church Centre 
10am- 1pm in aid of Wexham Park 
Hospital scanner camera. Enquiries to 
Windsor 869787. 

Sat 15 HINTON WALDRIST. Church 
Fete at the Grange, 2.30pm. 

Sat 15-Sun 23 WOODSTOCK. Festival 
of arts, exhibition and sale. Daily 
10.30am-6pm, Sundays 12.30-6pmat St 
Mary Magdalene Church. Collection for 
Church Funds. 

Sat 15-Sun 16 CROWMARSH GIF- 
FORD. Flower festival, with theme of 
Sports and Pastimes & Hobbies, 
10am-6pm. Details: 0491 37626. 

Sat 15 READING. A day for exploring 
spirituality and Church history: Ignatius 
and Luther at SS John & Stephen, Orts 
Road. £1.50. Details: Mrs Veronica 
Armstrong, St Mary’s House, Reading, 
0734 571057. 

Sun 16 BECKLEY. Beckley Village at 
Home. Mediaeval Church with flowers, 
15 gardens open, teas, stalls, free park- 
ing. 2-6pm. £2, children free. 

Sun 16 CUBLINGTON. Songs of Praise 
at St Nicholas’s Church. 6pm. 

Sun 16 LAVENDON, 3 miles north of 
Olney on A428. St Michael’s Church, the 
oldest church in the Newport Pagnell 
Deanery (part Saxon) is open to view 
with tea and biscuits 2.30-4pm. 

Sun 16 SWYNCOMBE. St Botolph’s 
Church Patronal Festival. 11am sung 
Eucharist by Choir of Pembroked Col- 
lege, Cambridge. Preacher, The Dean of 
Pembroke, the Revd Brian Watchorn. 
Details: 0491 641249. 

Tues 18 OXFORD. Meeting and AGM 
of the Diocesan Association of FCP. 
Magdalen College. All priests welcome. 
Details: the Revd Dr Jeffrey John 0865 
276027. 

Wed 19 CHEDDINGTON. Good News, 
a children’s musical for the Decade of 
Evangelism presented by the choir and 
drama group of St Giles. 7pm, Ched- 
dington Village Hall. Tickets £3 (under 
12s free) from Cheddington Post Office, 
0296 668333, or phone 0296 668554. 
Thurs 20-Fri 21 MAPLEDURHAM. 
Thurs. The Corallian Singers present a 
programme of madrigals, verse and pro- 
se. Fri The Sainsbury Singers present 
songs from The Taming of the Shrew and 
My Fair Lady. Both 7.30pm, St 
Margaret’s Church. One concert £5 or 
both for £7.50. Details: 0734 473725. 
Sat 21-Mon 24 LITTLE MISSENDEN. 
A Classical Bouquet, a flower festival 
based on children’s books at St John the 
Baptish Church. Cream teas, Fri-Sun. 
Village gardens open. Coffee Sat morn- 
ing. Details: 02406 4456. 

Sat 22 SALFORD nr Chipping Norton. 
Fete in the Old Rectory Garden, ??pm. 
Strawberry teas, fancy dress. Punch and 
Judy, Races. In aid of St Mary’s Church. 
Sat 22 OXFORD. Garden fe(e in St 
John’s Home, St Mary’s Road. Stalls, 
teas, grand raffle. From 2.30pm. Details 
0865 247725. 

Sat 22-sun 23 LITTLE LINFORD. 
Gardens Open 2-6pm. Church decorated 
as a Country Church by local flower ar- 
ranger. Sun Evensong 6pm. Details 0908 
612948. 

Sat 22-Sun 23. BLEDLOW, nr Princes 
Risborough. Village Festival at Holy 
Trinity Church 10am-8pm. A joyful 
celebration of flowers and crafts. Bledlow 
Manor House gardens also open on both 
afternoons. Details: 08444 6184. 


Sat 22-Sun 23 SOUTH READING. 
‘Promises’ — flower festival, celebra- 
tion, outreach at St Agnes and St Paul 
churches. 0734 87448. 

Sat 22 BUCKLAND nr Faringdon. St 
Mary’s Church Fete, 2-5. 30pm. Pony 
rides, maypole dancing, children’s com- 
petitions, parade of ancient cars, cream 
teas in the Old Vicarage garden, stalls, 
raffle prize £100, guided walks. 

Sat 22 WOKINGHAM. Thinking Mis- 
sion Day with USPG. All Saints Church. 
Details: Janet Hodgson, USPG Area 
Secretary 0844 279373. 

Sat 22-Mon 24 SWYNCOMBE. Flower 
Festival presented by Wallingford Flower 
Club, The Swyncombe Saga, Sat and 
Mon 10am-7pm. Sun 11.30am-7pm. 
Gardens of Swyncombe House open Sun- 
day 2-7pm. Proceeds to Church Heating 
Fund. Teas available. Sun 23rd 10am 
Parish Eucharist, The Bishop of Dor- 
chester. Details: 0491 641249. 

Sun 23 WENDOVER. St Mary’s 
Church Open day. Music, drama, 
displays, stalls, games, bouncy castle, 
cream teas. Details: 0296 622230. 

Fri 28-Sun 30 SPELSBURY, Ditchley 
Park Parish fete. Witney town band, teas,, 
stalls etc. From 2pm. 

Fri 28 FINGEST. Healing service with 
laying on of hands and annointing at a 
celebration of Holy Communion. 
10.15am St Bartholomew’s. Details: 
0491 63781. 

Fri 28-Sun 30 WINNERSH. St Mary’s 
Chruch Flower Festival. Ploughmans 
lunches and cream teas. Also a concert 
by the Stevenson Singer at St Mary’s, 
8pm on Sat. 

Sat 29 ASCOTT-UNDER- 
WYCHWOOD. Open gardens afternoon 
from 2pm. For Church Fund. 

Sat 29 COOKHAM ON THAMES. 
Stanley Spencer Centenary Concert. 
Music by Tapestry Quartet with readings 
from Stanley Spencer’s writings by An- 
ton Lesser of the RSC, 8pm Holy Trini- 
ty Church. Tickets £5 from Richard 
Hurley, Inglenook, off Lower Road, 
Cookham Rise, Berks SL6 9HW, 06285 
23484. 

Sat 29 KINGHAM. Kingham-at-home, 
a fete and flower festival in the 14th cen- 
tury Parish Church. Teas, competitions, 
lunches, pet’s corner. 1-4. 30pm. For 
preservation of St Andrew’s Church. 
Details: 0608 658678. 

Sat 29-Sun 30 ELLESBOROUGIJ. 
Patronal & Flower Festivals at St Peter 
& St Paul. Church open for viewing all 
day. Teas at Ellesborough Manor on Sat. 
Special Evenson with the Revd David 
Winter, 6pm on Sun. Details: 0296 
625637. 

Sat 29-Sun 30 NEWINGTON, between 
Warborough and Stadhampton. 
Beauforest House gardens open. Teas and 
home-made cakes. Church open for 
viewing. Ad to gardens £1, OAPs 50p, 
children free. Raffle for hand-sewn dou- 
ble patchwork quilt. 2. 30-5. 30pm. For St 
Giles, Newington. 

Sat 29-Sun 30 WINGRAVE with 
Rowsham, near Aylesbury. Patronal 
Festival Weekend. Sat coffee 
1 0am- 1 2 . 30pm ,12. 30-2pm ploughmans 
lunches plus stalls and raffles. 7.30pm 
concert by barbers shop singers Doctors 
Orders, plus fork supper — £3.50. On 
Sunday services are Family Communion 
at 10am and Evensong at 6pm plus cream 
teas in the Church 2. 30-4. 30pm. Details: 
0296 681254. 

Sun 30 AMERSHAM-ON-THE-HILL. 

Eucharist with Taize music at St 
Michael’s Church, Sycamore Road. 
6.30pm. Details: 0494 726680. 

Sun 30 HENLEY-ON-THAMES. An- 
nual Festival of Friends of St Mary’s 
Festival Eucharist at 10am, followed by 
wine and snacks in the Chantry House. 


Annual meeting at 12 noon. Exhibition 
of church history and display of kneelers. 
All welcome. 

Sun 30 DORCHESTER Abbey. Open 
Synod Group annual Eucharist, 6pm. 
Preacher: Canon David Goldie. Bring- 
and- share supper. 

JULY 

Mon 1 OXFORD. AGM of the Oxford 
Branch of the Council of Christians and 
Jews. Meeting followed by a talk by Dr 
Edward Carpenter, Chairman of CCJ Ex- 
ecutive Committee. Details: 0865 58178. 
Tues 2 AMERSHAM-ON-THE-HILL. 
Recognitiion of the Voice Within — 
workshop led by Shirley Taylor, spiritual 
director and retreat conductor. St 
Michael’s Church, Sycamore Road. 
7.50-10pm. £1. Details: 0494 726680. 
Wed 3 BURNHAM. One-man Antiques 
Roadshow with David Battie of the 
BBC’s Antique Roadshow and Director 
of Sothebys. Bring your works of art (not 
paintings, jewellery or furniture) for 
discussion and valuation to St Peter’s 
Church 6. 30-7. 30pm. Entrance £3, each 
item £1 with a maximum of 1 per couple. 
Sat 6-Tues 9 EYNSHAM. Church and 
Village Life — a Flower Festival at St 
Leonard’s Church. 10am-5pm. 

Fri 5-Sun 7 CHINNOR. Flower Festival 
at St Andrew’s Church. Theme: Sayings 
of Jesus. 

Sat 6 BUCKLAND, nr Faringdon. The 
Oriel Singers (runners up in the 
Sainsbury Choir of the Year Competi- 
tion) at St Mary’s Church. 7.30pm. £4 
inc glass of wine. For Church Restora- 
tion Fund. Details: 036 787 644. 

Sat 6 CAVERSHAM, Reading. Grand 
Fete at Caversham Court (near Caver- 
sham Bridge). Stalls, sideshows, Punch 
and Judy, music, refreshments, grand 
draw, raffles. For St Peter’s, Caversham 
and St Margaret’s, Mapledurham. 
2-5. 30pm. Free. Details: 0734 

471032/475350. 

Sun 7 NEWNHAM MURREN. Annual 
Evensong in the lovely redundant church, 
6.30pm. Details: 0491 37626. 

Sun 7 DORCHESTER, St Birinus 
Pilgrimage led by Bishop of Oxford. 
Leaves 1.30pm Church Knob. Pere 
Drion from Jouarre Abbey nr Paris will 
preach in the Abbey, 7pm. 

Fri 12-Sun 14 YELLOWBRACES. 
Diocesan Youth Festival at Whitchurch, 
nr Aylesbury. Worship, drama, games, 
friendship. Details: Peter Ball on 0865 
244566. 

Sat 13 HORSPATH. St Giles’ Church 
Fete, 2pm in the grounds of the Manor 
House, Church Road. Details: Prescott, 
8 Manor Drive. Wheatley 2454. 

Sat 13-Sun 14 KIDLINGTON. Festival 
of Flowers and Music. Church open Sat 
9.30am-7pm, concert at 7pm by pupils 
of North Kidlington Primary School and 
the Amateur Operatic Society sings 
Gilbert & Sullivan. Tickets £2.50 and 
£1.50. Sun Service of Thanksgiving fct 
10am, Church open until 8pm. 
Refreshments both days. For Christian 
Aid. Details: 08675 4609. 

Fri 19-Sun 21 WESTCOTT, nr 
Aylesbury. Flower Festival at St Mary’s 
Church open 10.30am-6pm. 

Sat 20 OjfrORD. Open Day at Holywell 
Cemetery. Guided tours and sale of 
books, plants, presents. Plus teas and an 
organ recital in the neighbouring St Cross 
Church. Details: 0865 820522. 

Sun 21 HENLEY. Decade of 
Evangelism Open Air Gathering for 
young people (17-30) on Remenham 
Meadows. Fun pilgrimage, bible study, 
meditation and worship. Theme — Songs 
of Praise. Helpers needed. Details: Philip 
Challis, Hon Secretary, Christian con- 
cern in Action, Thamesfield Lodge, 
Wargrave Rd, Henley on Thames RG9 
2LX. 
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The faithful witness (1) 


WHERE SERVICE MATTERS AND QUALITY COUNTS 

Established 1974 


THE Decade of Evangelism to which the leaders of the Anglican 
Communion (including the new Archbiship) committed 
themselves at the last Lambeth Conference is not to be thought 
of as just a series of high-profile public events, or as an exer- 
cise in intricate organisation. It remains true that 
“There is no expeditious road 
to pack and label men for God 
and save them by the barrel load” 

(Francis Thompson) 

The New Testament does indeed record far-ranging 
evangelistic enterprises under dynamic leaders (Peter, Philip, 
Paul, Barnabas). But it also records a vital contribution by one 
man, Ananias, otherwise unknown to history, who at the risk 
of his own life bore a faithful witness to someone whom he and 
his fellow Christians in Damascus feared as a ruthless persecutor 
of the Church. 

He honoured the guidance of God; he obeyed and went to the 
street called ‘ Straight’; he gave the message he was required 
to give and indeed did more than he was commanded to do. 
He stretched out the hand of friendship to one who had no reason 
to expect it, and said: “Brother Saul, the Lord has sent me” 
(Acts 9.1-19). That single act of costly obedience and simple 
witness, was, as it proved, crucial obedience and simple witness, 
was, as it proved, cruicial to the world- wide mission of the 
Church — not just decades but centuries of evangelism. That 
inconspicuous act by an unassuming member of a little strug- 
gling conventicle in the midst of a hostile world proved to be 
an indispensable step towards the Kingdom of God on earth. 

Hearing the word of God and obeying it remains the “open 
secret” of that Kingdom. “Soul by soul, and silently her shin- 
ing bounds increase” — not by the barrel load. 

(to be continued next month) Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York. 
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A 200th anniversary celebration of Haydn’s visit to Oxford 
in July 1791. The Festival includes performances by The 
English Concert, The Hanover Band, the Choirs of Christ 
Church, Magdalen and New College, the Salomon Quartet 
and The Choir of King's College, Cambridge 


Tickets: Personal bookings - Blackwell’s Music Shop. Telephone 
and postal bookings - MUSIC at OXFORD, Cumnor Hill, Oxford 
OX2 9HA, tel: 0865 864056 (credit cards accepted). Remaining 
tickets on sale at the venue from an hour before the performance. 
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